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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE How to use this guide

START HERE

How to use this guide

A complete, eight-session walk through the Gospel of Luke — built for small groups,
Sunday school, and personal study. Read together, observe, interpret, and leave each
session with one clear thing to live out.

EVERY SESSION FOLLOWS ONE RHYTHM

1 2 3 Z

Read together Observe Interpret Apply this week
The session’s chapters What does the What does it show What will I do with it
and key passages. The passage say? Who is about Jesus? What this week? One thing,
text is in Part Four. there, and what did the author want us lived out.
happens? to see?
On your own In a group
This guide gives you eight weekly sessions, Each session fits a 60-minute meeting of 5-12
each with a reading plan, questions, a people: read together, discuss, and apply, with
memory verse, and one action. leader notes built in.
+ Write your answers. Thinking on paper is - The leader uses Part Three: leader notes, an
slower, and it lasts. answer guide, and the recall answer key.
- Finish with the recall page: answer from - Participants need Parts One, Two, and Four.

memory first, then check the text. Of Part Five, pages 115 and 120-127 are for

everyone, and pages 116119 are for leaders.

PRINTING FOR A GROUP

Participant pages (sessions and reference): pages 8-50. Leader’s guide: pages 51-76. The text
of Luke: pages 77-113. Part Five: pages 114-127.

My progress

O 1 The Savior Is Born O 2 The Mission Begins

O 3 Teaching and Healing (O 4 The Cost and the Mission

O 5 Kingdom Priorities O 6 Lost and Found

(O 7 The Road to Jerusalem (O 8 cross, Resurrection, Ascension
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Why read this Gospel

WHY LUKE

Why read this Gospel

Luke is a careful, joyful account of the Savior who brings good news to all the people,
especially the lost and the overlooked.

The Savior for all people A carefully traced account

Luke shows Jesus reaching the Luke writes an orderly account, having

overlooked — the poor, women, outsiders, traced the course of all things accurately

and sinners. The good news is for from the first, so that Theophilus might

everyone. know the certainty of what he was taught
(11-4).

A Gospel of prayer and the Spirit Unforgettable parables of grace

Luke often shows Jesus at prayer and full The Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son,

of the Holy Spirit, and records Jesus’ the Lost Sheep — Luke preserves stories

teaching on prayer. that show God’s welcome of the lost.

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was

lost.”

LUKE 19:10 - WEB
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Before you begin

ORIENTATION

Before you begin

A quick orientation to the Gospel — who wrote it, when, for whom, and the threads to
watch for as you read.

AUTHOR Background
Early church tradition attributes this Gospel to Luke, a physician and companion of Paul, who is
also credited with Acts. The text itself does not name its author.

DATE When It Was Written
The Gospel does not date itself. Most scholars place it between the 60s and the 90s A.D. Acts
begins by addressing Theophilus again (Acts 1.1).

AUDIENCE Who It Was Written For
Written to “most excellent Theophilus” (1:3), that he might know the certainty of the things he
was taught. The Gospel names no wider audience.

PURPOSE Why This Gospel Was Written
“That you might know the certainty concerning the things in which you were instructed” (Luke
1:4) — an ordered, reliable account.

STYLE How Luke Writes
Warm, literary, and detailed. Luke gives a long account of the births of John and Jesus, many
parables found only in this Gospel, and steady attention to the poor and the overlooked.

KEY THEME A Theme That Echoes
Salvation for the lost and the least. Other key words: today, joy, prayer, Spirit, poor, sinner, save.

JESUS Jesus in Luke
The Son of Man who came to seek and save the lost — Savior for all the people, friend of
sinners, full of the Holy Spirit.

DISCIPLESHIP What It Means to Follow
Count the cost, pray persistently, show mercy to the outsider, give to the needy, and rejoice in
God'’s salvation.

STRUCTURE

A Journey to Jerusalem: 24 chapters, 8 sessions

Luke is shaped by a long central journey that begins at 9:51, late in chapter 9, when Jesus sets His face to
go to Jerusalem, and leads toward the cross.

The Coming of
the Savior
Luke 1-4

Ministry in Galilee The Journey to Jerusalem The Final Week

Luke 5-9 Luke 10-19 Luke 20-23

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 Session 4 Session 5 Session 6 Session 7 Session 8

Sessions follow the reading plan, not the section edges: Sessions 2, 4, 7 and 8 each cross a section break.
The journey to Jerusalem begins at 9:51, inside chapter 9.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Your study plan

THE EIGHT SESSIONS

Your study plan

EITHER WAY

Eight sessions carry you through all 24 chapters of Luke — from the manger in
Bethlehem to the empty tomb and the road to Emmaus.

SESSION  LEADER TEXT
SESSION READ MEMORY VERSE PAGE PAGE PAGE
1 The Savior Is Born Luke 1-2 Luke 2:10-11 9 53 78
Angels, songs, and joy: the births of John and
Jesus are foretold, and the Savior is born in
Bethlehem — good news of great joy to all the
people.
2 The Mission Begins Luke 3-5 Luke 4:18 13 56 82
John prepares the way; Jesus is baptized,
tempted, and announces His mission in Nazareth
— good news to the poor — then calls His first
disciples.
3 Teaching and Healing Luke 6-8 Luke 6:31 17 59 86
Jesus teaches the Sermon on the Plain, heals,
forgives a sinful woman, stills a storm, and raises
the dead — power and compassion together.
4 The Cost and the Mission Luke 9-11 Luke 9:23 21 62 91
Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ; Jesus foretells
His suffering, death, and resurrection, sets His face
toward Jerusalem, sends out workers, and teaches
His disciples to pray.
5 Kingdom Priorities Luke 12-14  Luke 12:34 25 65 96
Jesus warns against greed and anxiety, calls for
readiness and humility, and welcomes the
outsider to the great banquet of the kingdom.
G  Lost and Found Luke 15-17  Luke 157 29 68 100
In the lost sheep, coin, and son, Jesus shows God
seeking the lost and rejoicing over their return —
and calls His followers to faith, mercy, and
gratitude.
7 The Road to Jerusalem Luke 18-21 Luke 19:10 33 71 103
Persistent prayer and childlike faith; Zacchaeus is
found; Jesus enters Jerusalem, weeps over it,
cleanses the temple, answers His questioners, and
warns of what is coming.
8 Cross, Resurrection, Ascension Luke 22-24  Luke 24:46-47 37 74 107

The Last Supper, betrayal, and the cross — where
Jesus forgives — then the empty tomb, the
Emmaus road, and His ascension, after which the
disciples return to Jerusalem with great joy.
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PART ONE

The Eight Sessions

Read, discuss, reflect, and recall. One session a week
carries you through all 24 chapters.




THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 1- The Savior Is Born

SESSION 1 OF 8

The Savior Is Born

Read Luke 1-2 - text on pages 78—81

Luke opens with angels, songs, and joy: the births of John and Jesus are
foretold and fulfilled. Mary magnifies the God who lifts the lowly, and the
angels announce good news of great joy to all the people.

Luke begins his careful account with wonder. Heaven breaks into ordinary lives — a priest, a virgin in
Nazareth, shepherds in a field — and the songs of Mary, Zacharias, and Simeon proclaim that God
has visited and redeemed His people, lifted the lowly, and prepared salvation before the face of all

peoples.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(0 See Luke's purpose: an orderly, certain account Luke 2:10-11 Memory verse
(J Hear the songs that frame Jesus’ birth Luke 1 Chapter 1
(J Notice God's heart for the humble and
Luke 2 Chapter 2
overlooked

MEMORY VERSE

“The angel said to them, ‘Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy which will be to all the people. For there is born to you today, in David’s
city, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

LUKE 2:10-11 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 1-2 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

(] Luke1 [ Luke 2
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 1- The Savior Is Born

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What stands out about the people God chooses in these chapters?

9 What does Mary’s song reveal about God’s priorities?

€@ Why does Luke emphasize that the good news is “to all the people”?

Clear Path Bible Studies 10 clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 1- The Savior Is Born

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ Where do you need to hear “don’t be afraid” right now?

@ Where do you see God lifting the lowly, in Mary’s song or in the world around you?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER

Begin a daily habit of praise this week — each Father, thank You for the Savior born to us.
morning, name one reason to rejoice in God's Give me Mary’s humble, rejoicing heart. Amen.
salvation.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 1- The Savior Is Born

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

In Mary’s song, what does God do for the humble and the hungry? (1:52-53)

(») He leaves them as they are He exalts the humble and fills the hungry
with good things

(c) He rewards only the powerful (o) He sends everyone away empty

What does the angel announce to the shepherds? (2:10-1)

() Awarning of judgment The end of the world

(c) That they must travel to Rome (o) Good news of great joy to all the people —
a Savior is born

Who hears the angels’ announcement of the Savior’s birth, and why is that striking?
(2:8-16)

What does Simeon recognize the infant Jesus to be? (2:30-32)

Without looking back, write Luke 2:10-11.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 54.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 2 - The Mission Begins

SESSION 2 OF 8

The Mission Begins

Read Luke 3-5 - text on pages 82-85

John prepares the way, Jesus is baptized and tempted, and He announces His
mission in Nazareth: good news to the poor, freedom for captives. He calls His
first disciples from their boats.

Filled with the Spirit, Jesus reads Isaiah in the synagogue at Nazareth and declares its fulfillment. His
mission is good news to the poor and release for the captive and the crushed. Then He calls ordinary
fishermen — “From now on you will be catching people alive.”

LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J Hear Jesus’ mission statement in Nazareth Luke 4:18 Memory verse
(J See the Spirit’s role from baptism onward Luke 3 Chapter 3
(J Watch Jesus call ordinary people to follow
Luke 4 Chapter 4
Luke 5 Chapter 5

MEMORY VERSE

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news
to the poor. He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim release to the
captives, recovering of sight to the blind, to deliver those who are crushed.”

LUKE 4:18 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 3-5 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

[:] Luke 3 E] Luke 4 [:] Luke 5
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 2 - The Mission Begins

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What does Jesus' reading of Isaiah tell us about His priorities?

@ Why are the people of Nazareth so offended?

@ What does it mean that the disciples left everything to follow?

Clear Path Bible Studies 14 clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 2 - The Mission Begins

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ Which part of Jesus’ mission do you most need to receive?

@ If Jesus is calling you to follow Him more closely, what is one step you could take?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER
Identify one place of need — in you or near Lord Jesus, thank You for bringing good news
you, or someone who is literally poor — and to the poor and freedom to the captives. Help

bring Jesus’ good news to it this week. me to receive it and to share it. Amen.

Clear Path Bible Studies 15 clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 2 - The Mission Begins

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

When Jesus reads Isaiah in Nazareth, whom does He say He is anointed to reach?
(418)

(») The poor, captives, blind, and those who The rich and powerful
are crushed

(c) only the people of Nazareth (o) The Roman officials

After the great catch of fish, what does Jesus tell Simon Peter he will now catch? (5:10)

(») Agreater harvest of fish Wealth for his family
(c) People (o) Favor with rulers

Why are the people of Nazareth so offended that they try to harm Jesus? (4:24-29)

What do the first disciples do after the miraculous catch of fish? (5:1)

Without looking back, write Luke 4:18.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 57.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 3 - Teaching and Healing

SESSION 3 OF 8

Teaching and Healing

Read Luke 6-8 - text on pages 86—-90

Jesus teaches the Sermon on the Plain — love your enemies, judge not — then
heals, forgives a sinful woman, and stills a storm. His authority reaches
sickness, death, sin, and storm.

Luke gathers Jesus’ radical teaching and mighty works: love that reaches enemies, mercy that
forgives a weeping woman, power that calms wind and waves. Grace and authority meet in what He
says and does here.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J Grasp the main teaching of the Sermon on the Luke 6:31 Memory verse
Plain
Luke 6 Chapter 6
(J See Jesus’ mercy to the outcast
(J Trust His authority over nature and sin Luke 7 Chapter 7
Luke 8 Chapter 8

MEMORY VERSE

“As you would like people to do to you, do exactly so to them.”

LUKE 6:31 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 6-8 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

D Luke 6 D Luke 7 E] Luke 8
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 3 - Teaching and Healing

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What makes “love your enemies” so difficult — and so distinctive?

9 What does Jesus say about this woman's forgiveness and her love?

e What do Jesus’ miracles reveal about who He is?

Clear Path Bible Studies 18 clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 3 - Teaching and Healing

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ If someone has treated you as an enemy, what would it look like to pray for them
(6:28)?

@ Where do you need to bring a storm in your life to Jesus?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER
Do one concrete act of love this week toward Jesus, give me a heart that loves enemies and
someone you find difficult. A safe act, such as trusts You in the storm. Amen.

praying for them, counts.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 3 - Teaching and Healing

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

In the Sermon on the Plain, how does Jesus say to treat enemies? (6:27-28)

(») Avoid them Report them to the authorities

(c) Repay them in kind (o) Love them, do good to them, bless and
pray for them

What does Jesus say about the woman’s sins and her love? (7:47)

(a) Her sins are too many to forgive Her many sins are forgiven, and she loved
much
(c) she must first make an offering (o) Only simon’s sins are forgiven

What stills the storm, and what question do the disciples ask afterward? (8:24-25)

In the parable of the sower, what is the seed, and what is good soil? (8:11-15)

Without looking back, write Luke 6:31.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 61.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 4 - The Cost and the Mission

SESSION 4 OF 8

The Cost and the Mission

Read Luke 9-11 - text on pages 91-95

Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ; Jesus foretells that He must suffer, be
killed, and be raised, and sets His face toward Jerusalem. He sends the
seventy, tells the Good Samaritan, and teaches His disciples to pray.

The Gospel turns toward Jerusalem. Jesus says He must suffer and be raised, calls anyone who
desires to come after Him to deny himself and take up his cross, sends workers into the harvest,
redefines “neighbor” through a Samaritan’s mercy, and teaches us to ask, seek, and knock.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J See the turning point toward Jerusalem Luke 9:23 Memory verse
(J understand discipleship as self-denial and the Luke 9 Chapter 9
Cross
Luke 10 Chapter 10

(J Learn neighbor-love and persistent prayer
Luke T Chapter 11

MEMORY VERSE

“He said to all, ‘If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up
his cross, and follow me.”

LUKE 9:23 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 9-11 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

[(JLuke9 [ Luke1o [ Lukem
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 4 - The Cost and the Mission

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What does it mean in practice to “deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me"?

@ How does the Good Samaritan redefine “neighbor”?

@ What does Jesus teach about prayer in chapter 11?

Clear Path Bible Studies 22 clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 4 - The Cost and the Mission

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ What would it look like to put Jesus first this week?

@ Who might you show mercy to this week, as the Samaritan did?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER
Show mercy this week to someone outside Lord, teach me to take up my cross, to love my
your usual circle — be the Samaritan. neighbor, and to pray. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 4 - The Cost and the Mission

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

2]

o

What does Jesus say anyone who desires to come after Him must do? (9:23)

(») Attend the temple Win the approval of the crowds
(c) Deny himself and take up his cross (o) Memorize the Law

In the Good Samaritan, who proves to be the neighbor? (10:36-37)
(») The one who showed mercy The Levite
(c) The priest (o) Theinnkeeper

When one of His disciples asks Jesus to teach them something, what is it — and what
does He give? (11:1-4)

At Martha's house, what does Jesus say Mary has chosen? (10:41-42)

Without looking back, write Luke 9:23.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 63.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 5 - Kingdom Priorities

SESSION 5 OF 8

Kingdom Priorities

Read Luke 12-14 - text on pages 96-99

Jesus warns against greed and anxiety, calls for readiness, and urges
humility. Through banquet parables He shows that God’s kingdom welcomes
the poor and calls us to count the cost.

Jesus reorders our priorities: don't store up treasure or drown in worry, but seek the kingdom and
stay ready. He calls the proud to humility and invites the poor to the feast — then names the real cost

of following.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J Confront greed and anxiety with trust Luke 12:34 Memory verse
(J sStay ready for the Master’s return Luke 12 Chapter 12
(J Embrace humility and count the cost
Luke 13 Chapter 13
Luke 14 Chapter 14

MEMORY VERSE

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

LUKE 12:34 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 12-14 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

D Luke 12 G Luke 13 D Luke 14
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 5 - Kingdom Priorities

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What anxieties does Jesus address, and what is His remedy?

9 Who gets invited to the great banquet, and why does it matter?

@ What does Jesus mean about counting the cost?
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 5 - Kingdom Priorities

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ How might Jesus’ words about the Father’s care speak to a worry you carry?

@ What might it mean for you to count the cost of following Jesus?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER
Take one step against anxiety this week — Father, free me from greed and fear. Let my
give something away, or trust God aloud in treasure — and my heart — be in Your

prayer over a worry. kingdom. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 5 - Kingdom Priorities

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

2]

o

“Where your treasure is, there will your...” what “be also”? (12:34)

(») worry Reward
(©) Heart (o) Reputation

In the parable of the great banquet, when the invited guests refuse, whom does the
master bring in? (14:21)

(») The poor, maimed, blind, and lame The original honored guests
(c) The host's family only (o) Wealthy neighbors

What does Jesus say a person must do before building a tower or going to war — and
what's the point? (14:28-33)

What is Jesus’ remedy for anxiety about food and clothing? (12:29-31)

Without looking back, write Luke 12:34.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 66.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 6 - Lost and Found

SESSION 6 OF 8

Lost and Found

Read Luke 15-17 - text on pages 100-102

In three parables — the lost sheep, coin, and son — Jesus shows God seeking
the lost and rejoicing over their return. He teaches about money, forgiveness,
gratitude, and the coming kingdom.

Here Jesus shows God seeking the lost and running to welcome them home. Jesus then presses us on
the right use of money, the necessity of forgiveness, the grace of gratitude, and readiness for the

kingdom.
LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J See God's seeking, rejoicing heart Luke 15:7 Memory verse
(0J Receive the welcome of the running Father Luke 15 Chapter 15
(J Learn faithfulness with money and forgiveness
Luke 16 Chapter 16
Luke 17 Chapter 17

MEMORY VERSE

“I tell you that even so there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents, than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.”

LUKE 15:7 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 15-17 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

(] Luke1s [] Luke1s [] Luke17
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 6 - Lost and Found

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What do the three “lost” parables share, and how do they build?

9 What surprises you about the father in the prodigal son?

€@ How do the older brother's attitudes show up in us?
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 6 - Lost and Found

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ What stands out to you about the father’'s welcome of the returning son?

@ Where might the older brother’s reaction (15:28—-30) speak to you?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER

Take one step toward someone far from God Father who runs to meet us, thank You for
— or toward coming home yourself — this seeking me. Make me glad over every sinner
week. who returns. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 6 - Lost and Found

RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it
stay.

0 What does the father do when he sees the prodigal son returning? (15:20)
(») Waits for an apology Refuses to see him

@ Sends a servant first @ Runs to him, embraces and kisses him

9 According to Jesus, what happens in heaven over one sinner who repents? (15:7)

(») Nothing changes There is joy
(c) Awarning is issued (o) Judgment is delayed

e In the three parables of chapter 15, what is lost in each — and what is the response
when found? (15:1-32)

° How are the rich man and Lazarus treated in life and after death? (16:19-31)

9 Without looking back, write Luke 15:7.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 69.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 7 - The Road to Jerusalem

SESSION 7 OF 8

The Road to Jerusalem

Read Luke 18-21 - text on pages 103-107

Jesus teaches persistent prayer and childlike faith, meets Zacchaeus, enters
Jerusalem to praise, cleanses the temple, and answers His opponents, then
warns of what is coming.

As Jesus nears Jerusalem, He stays at Zacchaeus’ house and says why He came: to seek and to save
that which was lost. The King enters to shouts of praise, confronts a corrupted temple, and prepares
His followers for what is coming.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES

(J Learn persistent, humble prayer Luke 19:10 Memory verse

(J See salvation come to Zacchaeus’ house Luke 18 Chapter 18

(J Watch the King enter Jerusalem
Luke 19 Chapter 19
Luke 20 Chapter 20
Luke 21 Chapter 21

MEMORY VERSE

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost.”

LUKE 19:10 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 18-21 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and one
thing to do.

[(J Luke18 [J Luke19 [ Luke20 [] Luke 21
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 7 - The Road to Jerusalem

DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What do the persistent widow and the tax collector teach about prayer?

9 Why does salvation come to Zacchaeus — and what changes?

€ What does the triumphal entry reveal about Jesus’ kingship?
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 7 - The Road to Jerusalem

REFLECT

Reflection questions

@ Where do you need to pray and not give up?

@ What would salvation coming to your house look like?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT PRAYER
Pray persistently this week for one lost person Lord, You came to seek and save the lost. Find
by name, as Jesus seeks the lost. me, and use me to seek others. Amen.
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RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

Which man goes home justified — and why? (18:13-14)

(») The tax collector, who humbly begged The Pharisee, for his good works
mercy
(c) Both equally (o) Neither

What does Jesus say about why He came, at Zacchaeus’ house? (19:10)
(») To condemn the tax collectors To establish an earthly throne
(c) Toseek and to save the lost (o) To abolish the Law

What does the persistent widow teach about prayer? (18:1-8)

How does Zacchaeus respond when Jesus comes to his house? (19:8)

Without looking back, write Luke 19:10.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 73.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Session 8 - Cross, Resurrection, Ascension

SESSION 8 OF 8

Cross, Resurrection, Ascension

Read Luke 22-24 - text on pages 107-112

Jesus shares the last supper, is betrayed, tried, and crucified, and prays from
the cross, “Father, forgive them.” He rises, walks the Emmaus road, opens the
Scriptures, and ascends, promising power from on high.

Luke records Jesus asking the Father to forgive those who crucify Him, and promising a dying
criminal that he will be with Him in Paradise. Risen, He opens the Scriptures on the Emmaus road,

commissions His witnesses, and ascends.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES THIS SESSION’S KEY PASSAGES
(J walk through Luke’s passion and resurrection Luke 24:46-47  Memory verse
(J See mercy extended even from the cross Luke 22 Chapter 22
(J Hear therisen Lord’'s commission and promise
Luke 23 Chapter 23
Luke 24 Chapter 24

MEMORY VERSE

“He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”

LUKE 24:46-47 - WEB

A 5-DAY RHYTHM

Read Luke 22-24 slowly across the week. Each day, ask God to show you one thing to believe and
one thing to do.

(] Luke22 (] Luke23 [ ] Luke 24
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DISCUSS

Discussion questions

0 What marks of mercy stand out in Luke’s crucifixion account?

9 What happens on the Emmaus road, and why does it matter?

9 What does the risen Jesus send His followers to do?
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REFLECT

Reflection questions

Session 8 - Cross, Resurrection, Ascension

@ What does Jesus’ prayer from the cross, “Father, forgive them,” show you about Him?

@ Where do you need your eyes opened to see the risen Lord?

ONE THING TO LIVE OUT

Share with one person this week the good
news that Jesus came to seek and to save
the lost, and that forgiveness of sins is
preached in His name.

Clear Path Bible Studies
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PRAYER

Risen Lord, open the Scriptures to me, clothe
me with the power You promise, and send me
as Your witness. Amen.
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RECALL

Recall practice

Answer from memory first, then check the text. Pulling an answer out of memory is what makes it

stay.

From the cross, what does Jesus pray for those crucifying Him? (23:34)

@ For their punishment “Father, forgive them, for they don't know
what they are doing”

(c) Forrescue (o) Nothing

What does Jesus promise the criminal on the cross? (23:43)

(a) Areduced sentence Nothing certain

@ Release from the cross @ “Assuredly | tell you, today you will be with

me in Paradise”

On the Emmaus road, how does the risen Jesus help the two disciples understand?
(24:27)

What does the risen Jesus say must be preached to all nations — and what does He
promise? (24:47-49)

Without looking back, write Luke 24:46—-47.

NOTES, AND QUESTIONS TO BRING TO THE GROUP

Answers are in the leader’s guide, page 76.
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PART TWO

Reference

The five parables, the themes, the passages, the people,
and every chapter at a glance.




THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

THE SIGNATURE PARABLES - LUKE

Five Parables of Grace

Five parables of grace

Luke preserves parables about mercy, welcome, and humility — the Samaritan, the

prodigal, the lost and found — and a warning about the rich man and Lazarus. Each

rewards slow reading.

1

The Good
Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

The Lost Sheep and
Coin
Luke 15:1-10

The Rich Man and
Lazarus
Luke 16:19-31

The Pharisee and
the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

WHAT HAPPENED

WHAT IT REVEALS

FOR YOU

WHAT HAPPENED

WHAT IT REVEALS

FOR YOU

WHAT HAPPENED

WHAT IT REVEALS

FOR YOU

WHAT HAPPENED

WHAT IT REVEALS

FOR YOU

WHAT HAPPENED

WHAT IT REVEALS

FOR YOU

A Samaritan stops to help a wounded stranger that a
priest and a Levite passed by.

Jesus asks who seemed to be a neighbor to the man who
fell among the robbers. The one who showed mercy is the
neighbor (10:36-37).

Be the neighbor. Notice the person others walk past, and
let mercy interrupt your schedule.

A younger son wastes his property in a far country, then
returns to a father who runs to embrace him.

God is like the father who welcomes the returning son with
joy (15:20-24).

Come home. And like the father, refuse to keep score
against those who return.

A shepherd leaves ninety-nine to find one lost sheep; a
woman sweeps the house for one lost coin.

Heaven rejoices over one sinner who repents. God seeks
the lost relentlessly.

See the one. Join the search for those far from God, and
celebrate every return.

A rich man ignores a beggar at his gate; when both die,
their places are reversed (16:22-25).

Abraham says Moses and the prophets are enough to
warn the rich man’s brothers (16:29-31). The story warns
against neglecting the needy at the gate.

Open your eyes to the Lazarus at your gate. Let
compassion shape how you use what you have.

A Pharisee prays about himself; a tax collector simply asks
for mercy and goes home justified.

The tax collector goes home justified rather than the
Pharisee. “He who humbles himself will be exalted” (18:14).
Come empty-handed. Pray, “God, be merciful to me, a
sinner,” and rest in His grace.

“For this, my son, was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.” — Luke 15:24

Clear Path Bible Studies
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

MAJOR THEMES

The threads running through Luke

Major Themes

The ideas Luke returns to again and again — each one a window on who Jesus is.

01

03

05

07

09

11

Salvation for all people

Luke 2:30-32

Luke shows the good news reaching Samaritans
and outsiders. Simeon calls Jesus “a light for
revelation to the nations, and the glory of your
people Israel” (2:32).

Seeking and saving the lost

Luke 19:10

The Son of Man came to seek and to save the
lost — Jesus’ own explanation, at Zacchaeus'
house, of why He came.

Prayer
Luke 11:1
Luke shows Jesus praying at key moments and

teaching His disciples to pray with persistence
and trust.

The place of women

Luke 8:1-3

Luke gives steady attention to women — Mary,
Elizabeth, Anna, Martha and Mary, and the
women who traveled with Jesus and “served
them from their possessions” (8:1-3).

Reversal of fortunes

Luke 1:52-53

Mary’s song says God “has exalted the lowly”
and “has sent the rich away empty” (1:52-53).
Jesus later says some who are last will be first,
and some who are first will be last (13:30).

Table fellowship

Luke 5:29-32

Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners. In
Luke, shared meals become signs of grace and
the kingdom.

Clear Path Bible Studies

02

04
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08

10

12
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Good news for the poor

Luke 4:18

Jesus announces His mission with Isaiah’s
words: good news to the poor, freedom for
captives, sight for the blind.

Joy and praise

Luke 2:10

Luke overflows with rejoicing — angels,
shepherds, and saints break into praise at the
coming of salvation.

The Holy Spirit

Luke 4:1

From conception to commission, Luke highlights
the Spirit's power at work in Jesus and promised
to His people.

Wealth and possessions
Luke 12:15

Luke records Jesus’ warnings about greed and
His calls to give to the poor.

Repentance and forgiveness

Luke 15:7

Heaven rejoices over one sinner who repents.
Luke’s Jesus extends forgiveness freely to the
broken.

The journey to Jerusalem
Luke 9:51

Jesus resolutely sets out for Jerusalem; the long
central journey frames His teaching on
discipleship and the cross.
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13 The cost of discipleship
Luke 14:27

Luke does not soften the call — to follow Jesus is
to count the cost and carry a cross (14:27-33).

Clear Path Bible Studies
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14

Major Themes

The risen Lord and the Father’s promise
Luke 24:49

The risen Jesus opens the Scriptures, sends His
witnesses, and tells them to wait for the promise
of His Father and power from on high.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

KEY PASSAGES

Key Passages

Passages worth knowing well

Fourteen pivotal texts from Luke’s Gospel. Read them, mark them, return to them.

Luke 1:46-55

Luke 2:10-11

Luke 4:18-19

Luke 6:27-28

Luke 10:27

Luke 11:9-10

Luke 12:34

Luke 15:7

Luke 15:20

Luke 18:13

Luke 19:10

Luke 23:34

Luke 23:43

Luke 24:45-47

Clear Path Bible Studies

Mary’s Song (the Magnificat)
Mary praises the God who lifts the humble and fills the hungry.

Good News of Great Joy
The angel announces good news of great joy to all the people: a Savior is born.

The Mission of Jesus
Jesus reads Isaiah and declares His good news for the poor and release for the crushed.

Love Your Enemies
Jesus’ words on loving enemies: do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse
you, pray for those who mistreat you.

Love God and Neighbor
A lawyer’s answer about loving God and neighbor, which leads to the Good Samaritan.

Ask, Seek, Knock
Jesus’ encouragement to pray boldly and persistently.

Where Your Treasure Is
A piercing test of the heart — our treasure reveals our love.

Joy Over One Sinner
Heaven's joy over repentance, the theme of three parables.

The Father Ran
The father sees his son while he is still far off, is moved with compassion, and runs to him.

God, Be Merciful to Me
The tax collector’s prayer — the posture that goes home justified.

To Seek and Save the Lost
Jesus explains why the Son of Man came.

Father, Forgive Them
Jesus’ prayer of mercy from the cross.

Today in Paradise
Jesus says to the criminal who asked Him to remember him, “today you will be with me
in Paradise.”

He Opened Their Minds
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Key Passages

The risen Jesus opens their minds to understand the Scriptures: the Christ would suffer
and rise, and repentance and remission of sins would be preached in His name to all the
nations.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

KEY PEOPLE

The faces of Luke

Key People

The Gospel of Luke is full of people who met Jesus, along with figures from His parables

— some who believed, some who doubted, some who were changed forever. Here are

the ones worth knowing.

Jesus

save the lost.

Zacharias and Elizabeth

Bapitist.

The shepherds

announce the Savior’s birth.

Peter

of God.”

Mary and Martha

The sisters who host Jesus — one serving, one
sitting at His feet to listen.

The Prodigal Son

a running father.
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The Savior and Son of Man who came to seek and

The faithful priest and his wife, parents of John the

The shepherds in the field to whom the angels

The fisherman called from his boat, named first
among the Twelve, who answers Jesus, “The Christ

The lost son in Jesus’ parable, welcomed home by

47

Mary, mother of Jesus

The virgin of Nazareth whose song magnifies the
God who lifts the lowly.

John the Baptist
The Spirit-filled forerunner who prepares the way
for the Lord.

Simeon and Anna

The righteous Simeon, who says his eyes have
seen God'’s salvation, and the prophetess Anna,
who gives thanks and speaks of the child to all
who look for redemption.

The sinful woman

The woman known in the city as a sinner, who
washes Jesus’ feet with her tears and hears Him
say, “Your sins are forgiven.”

The Good Samaritan
The Samaritan in Jesus’ parable who stops to help
a wounded stranger.

Zacchaeus

The chief tax collector who climbs a sycamore
tree to see Jesus and welcomes Him joyfully.
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Key People
The criminal on the cross Cleopas
The dying criminal who asks Jesus to remember One of the two on the Emmaus road whose eyes
him and hears, “today you will be with me in are opened to the risen Lord.
Paradise.”
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE The Library

ALL 24 CHAPTERS - A CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER JOURNEY

The Library

Read any chapter in full in the World English Bible. The Observe, Interpret, and Apply
steps are described on page 4 and built into each session.

THE COMING OF THE SAVIOR

1  The Births Foretold

2 The Birth of Jesus

3  John the Baptist and the Baptism
4

Temptation and Rejection at Nazareth

MINISTRY IN GALILEE
The First Disciples and Early Healings
The Sermon on the Plain

5

6

7 Faith, Forgiveness, and Compassion
g  Parables and Power over Nature

9

Confession, Transfiguration, and the Cost

THE JOURNEY TO JERUSALEM

10 The Seventy and the Good Samaritan

11 Teaching on Prayer

12 Do Not Be Anxious

13 Repentance and the Narrow Door

14  The Great Banquet and the Cost of Discipleship
15 The Lost Sheep, Coin, and Son

16 Money, the Law, and Lazarus

17 Faith, Gratitude, and the Coming Kingdom

18 Persistent Prayer and Childlike Faith

19 Zacchaeus and the Triumphal Entry
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE The Library
THE FINAL WEEK

2(0 Authority Questioned in the Temple

21 The Temple, Jerusalem, and What Is Coming

22 The Last Supper and the Arrest

23 The Crucifixion

RISEN AND ASCENDED

24 The Resurrection and the Ascension
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Leader’s Guide
and Answer Guide

Group leader notes, a timed plan, an answer guide, and the
recall answer key for every session.




LEADER’S GUIDE

LEADER’S GUIDE

Leading this study

Leader’s Guide - Leading this study

You do not need to be a Bible teacher to lead this study. You need to have read the
passage, to ask the questions, and to leave room for people to answer them.

Before you meet
- Read the session’s chapters twice, once
straight through and once slowly.

- Read that session’s leader page. Note the two
things to watch for.

- Decide which questions matter most for your
group. You will rarely finish all of them, and
that is fine.

- Pray for the people who will be in the room, by
name.

How to read a leader page

Group leader notes
the session should land.

Timed plan

Answer guide

In the room
- Read Scripture aloud before discussing it. Let
the text speak first.

- Ask the question, then wait. Silence usually
means people are thinking.

- When an answer drifts, ask, “Where do you
see that in the passage?”

+ Keep to the time plan loosely. Protect the
closing minutes for reflection and prayer.

How to open, two places where this session commonly goes off course, and where

A suggested use of the hour, drawn to scale.

What the passage supports for each discussion question, with verse references, and

a follow-up question to use if the group stalls.

Reflection notes

Reflection questions are personal and have no answer to check. Each has a short

note on what it is for and how to lead it.

Recall answer key

The recall practice answers. Online, option order may differ: match by answer.

USING THE ANSWER GUIDE

The answer guide is there so you can lead with confidence. It is not a script to read aloud. Let
the group do the finding; use the guide to confirm, to fill a gap, or to bring the conversation
back to the text. Questions marked have no single right answer. For those, the guide
gives what the passage offers and what a good answer tends to include.

Clear Path Bible Studies
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LEADER’S GUIDE Leader’s Guide - Session 1

LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 1 OF 8

The Savior Is Born

Luke 1-2 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 9-12 - memory verse Luke 2:10-11

GROUP LEADER Open with: “Tell about a time good news came to you through someone unlikely.” Luke's
NOTES news comes through a priest, a virgin in Nazareth, and shepherds.

WATCH FOR 1. Skimming the songs. Mary’s song is the second discussion question — God’s priorities
in her own words; read it aloud.

2. The Christmas familiarity numbing the room. Ask what stands out about who God
chooses, as if hearing it new.

PUSH TOWARD “Don't be afraid” is said three times in these two chapters (1:]3, 1:30, 2:10); the reflection
question asks where each person needs to hear it. The “one thing”: a daily habit of
praise this week — one reason to rejoice each morning.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

Open The announcements The songs “to all the people” Reflection and prayer

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

0 What stands out about the people God chooses in these chapters?

The chapters name a priest and his wife, a virgin in Nazareth, a man named Simeon in the temple,
and shepherds in a field. Zacharias and Elizabeth are “righteous before God” (1:6) and “had no child”
(1:7). Mary is “a virgin pledged to be married” (1:27) in a city of Galilee. The shepherds are at work,
“keeping watch by night over their flock” (2:8). Simeon and Anna are in the temple, and Luke says
Anna “didn’t depart from the temple” (2:37). Gabriel says Mary’s son “will be called the Son of the
Most High” (1:32) and, because the Holy Spirit will come on her, “will be called the Son of God” (1:35).
Elizabeth calls her “the mother of my Lord” (1:43).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs Who are the people named in 1:5-7, 1:27 and 2:8, and what is each one doing when
God's word comes?
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LEADER’S GUIDE Leader’s Guide - Session 1

2]

What does Mary’s song reveal about God’s priorities?

Mary says “My soul magnifies the Lord” (1:46) and gives her reason in 1:48: God “has looked at the
humble state of his servant.” She then says what God does. He “has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts” (1:51). He “has put down princes from their thrones, and has exalted the
lowly” (1:52). He “has filled the hungry with good things” (1:53) and “has sent the rich away empty.”
She also says He has “given help to Israel, his servant, that he might remember mercy” (1:54).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Mary say God has done in 1:51-54, and who receives help in those verses?

Why does Luke emphasize that the good news is “to all the people”?

The angel says the news is “good news of great joy which will be to all the people” (2:10). Luke does
not say it is only for one group. The shepherds hear it in the field, and Simeon speaks of a salvation
“prepared before the face of all peoples” (2:31). He calls it “a light for revelation to the nations, and the
glory of your people Israel” (2:32). The news reaches the nations and Israel together.

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What are the angel’s words in 2:10, and what does Simeon add in 2:31-32?

NOTES

Reflection questions

®

Where do you need to hear “don‘t be afraid” right now?

This question asks each person where they most need to hear the words the angel speaks in 1:13, 1:30
and 2:10. Let people answer from the reading or from their own week, and leave room for silence. Notice
what comes after the words each time: a promise in 1:13, favor in 1:30, good news in 2:10.

Where do you see God lifting the lowly, in Mary’s song or in the world around you?

This asks where each person sees God lifting the lowly, in Mary’s song (1:52) or in the world around
them. Some will answer from the text and some from their own lives. Both are welcome. A short answer
or a shared silence is fine.

ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

In Mary’s song, what does God do for the 9 What does the angel announce to the

humble and the hungry? (1:52-53) shepherds? (2:10-11)

© He exalts the humble and fills the hungry © Good news of great joy to all the people —
with good things a Savior is born

The Magnificat celebrates God’s great reversal: The birth of the Savior is “good news of great
the lowly lifted, the hungry filled. joy” for all people — a key Luke theme.
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LEADER’S GUIDE Leader’s Guide - Session 1

Who hears the angels’ announcement of the ° What does Simeon recognize the infant Jesus to
Savior's birth, and why is that striking? (2:8-16) be? (2:30-32)

Shepherds keeping watch in the field (2:8). God’s salvation, prepared before the face of all
Ordinary working people hear it, and Luke peoples — a light for revelation to the nations
keeps returning to the overlooked. and the glory of His people Israel.

Memory verse

Luke 2:10-11, printed on page 9.
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LEADER’'S GUIDE Leader’'s Guide - Session 2

LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 2 OF 8

The Mission Begins

Luke 3-5 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 13-16 - memory verse Luke 4:18

GROUP LEADER Open with: “What would you leave behind if you were sure it was the right call?” The

NOTES . . .
fishermen will answer it.

WATCH FOR 1. Jesus’ Isaiah reading (4:18) becoming abstract. Keep it concrete — poor, captive,
blind, crushed — and ask which part each person most needs to receive (the
reflection question).

2. Nazareth's offense being explained away. Ask why grace to outsiders angers insiders;
it's a live question.

PUSH TOWARD The “one thing": identify one poor or broken place — in you or near you — and bring
Jesus’ good news to it this week. Invite people to name the place, privately or aloud; no
one has to share.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

B - I -

Open Baptism and Nazareth The calling of the fishermen Reflection and prayer
temptation

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

u What does Jesus' reading of Isaiah tell us about His priorities?

Jesus reads from Isaiah in the synagogue at Nazareth. The passage says the Lord “has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor” (4:18). It goes on to “proclaim release to the captives, recovering of
sight to the blind” and to “deliver those who are crushed?” Jesus then says, “Today, this Scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing” (4:21). He applies the words to Himself, and they name the poor, the
broken hearted, the captives, the blind and the crushed.

IF THE GROUP sTALLs Which groups does the passage in 4:18 name, and what does Jesus say about it in
4:21?
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LEADER’'S GUIDE Leader’'s Guide - Session 2

2]

Why are the people of Nazareth so offended?

At first they speak well of Him. They “wondered at the gracious words” (4:22) and ask, “Isn’t this
Joseph’s son?” Jesus then says that “no prophet is acceptable in his hometown” (4:24). He gives two
examples from Israel’s history: a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon (4:26) and Naaman the
Syrian (4:27). Hearing these examples, they were “filled with wrath in the synagogue” (4:28) and tried
to throw Him off the cliff (4:29).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Jesus say in 4:24-27, and how do the people respond in 4:28-29?

What does it mean that the disciples left everything to follow?

Simon says they worked all night and caught nothing, but “at your word I will let down the net” (5:5).
After the catch, Simon falls at Jesus’ knees and says, “Depart from me, for [ am a sinful man, Lord”
(5:8). Jesus tells him, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will be catching people alive” (5:10). Then
“they left everything, and followed him” (5:11).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Simon say in 5:5 and 5:8, and what do the fishermen do in 5:11?

NOTES

Reflection questions

®

Which part of Jesus’ mission do you most need to receive?

This question asks which part of the passage in 4:18-19 each person most needs to receive. The
passage names the poor, the broken hearted, the captives, the blind and the crushed. Let people
choose any of these and say why. Nobody has to give personal details, and a short answer is enough.

If Jesus is calling you to follow Him more closely, what is one step you could take?

This question invites each person to name one step toward following Jesus more closely, if they sense
such a call. Look back at what the fishermen do in 5:11 and what Jesus says to Simon in 5:10. A step can
be small. Some will have nothing to name this week, and that is fine.

ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

When Jesus reads Isaiah in Nazareth, whom After the great catch of fish, what does Jesus tell
does He say He is anointed to reach? (4:18) Simon Peter he will now catch? (5:10)

© The poor, captives, blind, and those who © Preople

are crushed “From now on you will be catching people
Jesus’ mission statement centers on good news alive” — the call to follow becomes a call to

for the poor and freedom for the broken. mission.
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Why are the people of Nazareth so offended that ° What do the first disciples do after the

they try to harm Jesus? (4:24-29) miraculous catch of fish? (5:11)
He points to the widow of Zarephath in Sidon They bring their boats to land, leave everything,
and Naaman the Syrian, outsiders whom God and follow Him.

helped (4:25-27).

e Memory verse
Luke 4:18, printed on page 13.
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 3 OF 8

Teaching and Healing

Luke 6—-8 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 17-20 - memory verse Luke 6:31

GROUP LEADER Open with: “Who is the hardest kind of person for you to be kind to?” No names;
NOTES categories are enough.

WATCH FOR 1. “Love your enemies” being softened to “be nice.” The first discussion question asks
what makes it distinctive; keep the edge.
2. The forgiven woman (7:36-50) being crowded out by the miracles. She is the second
question — much forgiven, much love.

PUSH TOWARD The reflection question about someone who has treated you as an enemy pairs with
the “one thing”: one concrete act of love toward someone you find difficult. Love does
not require anyone to stay in danger; a safe act such as prayer counts. Have each
person decide the act, not just the person.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

IEH - B -

Open Love your enemies The forgiven woman The storm and the Reflection and prayer
healings

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

u What makes “love your enemies” so difficult — and so distinctive?

Jesus says, “love your enemies, do good to those who hate you” (6:27). He adds, “bless those who
curse you, and pray for those who mistreat you” (6:28). He sets this against ordinary love by saying
that “even sinners love those who love them” (6:32). He tells them to “love your enemies, and do
good, and lend, expecting nothing back” (6:35). He grounds it in God’s own character, saying God “is
kind toward the unthankful and evil”

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Jesus tell His hearers to do in 6:27-28, and what does He say about
ordinary love in 6:32?
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e What does Jesus say about this woman'’s forgiveness and her love?

Luke describes her as “a woman in the city who was a sinner” (7:37), and she wets Jesus’ feet with her
tears and anoints them (7:38). Jesus tells of a lender who “forgave them both” (7:42), and Simon
agrees the one forgiven most will love most (7:43). The debt is forgiven first and the love follows, so
her love shows how much she has been forgiven. Jesus then says, “her sins, which are many, are
forgiven, for she loved much” (7:47); readers differ on that “for” (see page 117). He adds, “one to whom
little is forgiven, loves little,” and tells her, “Your sins are forgiven” (7:48). He also says, “Your faith has
saved you” (7:50).

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What does the woman do in 7:38, and what does Jesus say about her in 7:47-48?

n What do Jesus’ miracles reveal about who He is?

The centurion asks for his servant’s healing and says, “say the word, and my servant will be healed”
(7:7), and Jesus says of him, “I have not found such great faith, no, not in Israel” (7:9). At Nain, Jesus
says to a dead man, “Young man, I tell you, arise!” (7:14). On the lake the disciples ask, “Who is this
then, that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?” (8:25). Luke has already
raised the question twice about sins: “Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” (5:21) and “Who is this
who even forgives sins?” (7:49). The question is left with the reader, and Luke’s whole Gospel answers
it.

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What does Jesus say or do in 7:14 and 8:24, and what do the disciples ask in 8:25?

NOTES

Reflection questions

If someone has treated you as an enemy, what would it look like to pray for them (6:28)?

This question asks what it might look like to pray for someone who has treated you as an enemy, using
6:28 as the starting point. Jesus gives four actions in 6:27-28: love, do good, bless and pray. Love does
not require anyone to stay in danger, and prayer is within reach for everyone. Names are not needed.

@ Where do you need to bring a storm in your life to Jesus?
This question asks where each person would bring a storm of their own to Jesus. Look at 8:23-25. The
disciples wake Him, He rebukes the wind and the water, and they ask who He is. Let people answer in a
sentence. The storm can be a circumstance, a relationship or a fear.
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ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

Leader’s Guide - Session 3

In the Sermon on the Plain, how does Jesus say
to treat enemies? (6:27-28)

Q Love them, do good to them, bless and
pray for them

Jesus tells His hearers to love their enemies, do
good, bless, and pray (6:27-28, 35).

What stills the storm, and what question do the
disciples ask afterward? (8:24-25)

Jesus’ word calms wind and waves; they ask,
“Who is this then, that he commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him?”

Memory verse

Luke 6:31, printed on page 17.

LEADER’S CARE NOTE - 7:50 AND 8:48

What does Jesus say about the woman'’s sins
and her love? (7:47)

© Her many sins are forgiven, and she loved
much

In the parable the debt is forgiven first and the
love follows (7:41-43); her love shows how
much she has been forgiven. To her Jesus says,
“Your faith has saved you” (7:50).

In the parable of the sower, what is the seed,
and what is good soil? (8:11-15)

The seed is God’s word; good soil is an honest
heart that hears, holds it, and bears fruit.

When Jesus says “Your faith has made you well” (8:48) or “Your faith has saved you” (7:50), never read
ongoing illness as weak faith. Healing is God’s gift, not a score of our belief.
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 4 OF 8

The Cost and the Mission

Luke 9-11 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 21-24 - memory verse Luke 9:23

GROUP LEADER Open with: “What does it cost to follow someone when others disagree?” Jesus speaks
NOTES of denying yourself and taking up your cross (9:23).

WATCH FOR 1. The Good Samaritan being told as a story everyone knows. Ask the discussion
question as written — how does it redefine neighbor — and let the surprise land: the
neighbor is the one who showed mercy on him (10:37). Luke grounds salvation in
God's mercy (18:13-14; 19:10); the Samaritan shows what love of neighbor looks like.

2. Chapter 11's prayer teaching being skipped for time. Ask, seek, knock is the session’s
third question; give it ten minutes.

PUSH TOWARD The “one thing”: show mercy this week to someone outside your usual circle. Ask who
each person might show mercy to this week (the reflection question).

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

Open The cross The Samaritan Prayer Reflection and prayer

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

u What does it mean in practice to “deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me"?

Jesus says, “If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me” (9:23). Just before this, He says the Son of Man “must suffer many things” (9:22) and be killed. He
then explains that “whoever will lose his life for my sake, will save it” (9:24). He asks, “what does it
profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits his own self?” (9:25). The text gives the
call and the reason, and the group can say what each part might look like.

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Jesus say about Himself in 9:22, and what does He say to those who
would follow in 9:23-25?
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Leader’s Guide - Session 4

@ How does the Good Samaritan redefine “neighbor”?

A lawyer asks, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life” (10:25), and Jesus points him to loving God and

neighbor, saying, “Do this, and you will live” (10:28). Then the lawyer asks, “Who is my neighbor?”

(10:29). Jesus tells of a man left half dead. A priest and a Levite each “passed by on the other side”

(10:31). A Samaritan “was moved with compassion” (10:33), bound up his wounds and paid for his care

(10:34-35). The lawyer names the neighbor as “He who showed mercy on him” (10:37), and Jesus

replies, “Go and do likewise”

IF THE GROUP sTALLs Who passes by in 10:31-32, what does the Samaritan do in 10:33-35, and what does

Jesus tell the lawyer in 10:37?

€ What does Jesus teach about prayer in chapter 11?

A disciple asks, “Lord, teach us to pray” (11:1). Jesus gives them the words that begin, “Our Father in

heaven, may your name be kept holy” (11:2). He tells a story of a friend at midnight and says that

“because of his persistence, he will get up and give him as many as he needs” (11:8). Then He says,

“keep asking, and it will be given you” (11:9). He ends by saying the heavenly Father will “give the Holy

Spirit to those who ask him” (11:13). Many modern Bibles follow early manuscripts with a shorter form

of the prayer that begins simply, “Father.”

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does the disciple ask in 111, and what does Jesus say about asking in 11:9 and

11:13?

NOTES

Reflection questions

What would it look like to put Jesus first this week?

This question asks what putting Jesus first might look like this week, using 9:23 as the starting point.
Keep it concrete and small. Some people are already stretched thin, so a small step is enough. Let each
person decide for themselves, and do not press anyone to share. A short answer is enough.

Who might you show mercy to this week, as the Samaritan did?

This question asks who each person might show mercy to this week, the way the Samaritan did in
10:33-35. The Samaritan’s actions are specific: he came to the man, bound up his wounds, and paid for
his care. Ask people to think of one person and one action. They do not need to say the name aloud.

ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

n What does Jesus say anyone who desires to
come after Him must do? (9:23)

B3 Deny himself and take up his cross
Following Jesus means denying yourself and
taking up the cross.
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In the Good Samaritan, who proves to be the
neighbor? (10:36-37)

3 The one who showed mercy

The neighbor is the one who showed mercy on
him. Jesus says, “Go and do likewise.”
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e When one of His disciples asks Jesus to teach
them something, what is it — and what does He
give? (11:1-4)

They ask Him to teach them to pray; He gives
the prayer that begins “Our Father in heaven”
(11:2-4).

e Memory verse
Luke 9:23, printed on page 21.
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At Martha’s house, what does Jesus say Mary
has chosen? (10:41-42)

“The good part” — sitting at Jesus’ feet to listen
— which will not be taken away from her.
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 5 OF 8

Kingdom Priorities

Luke 12-14 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 25-28 - memory verse Luke 12:34

GROUP LEADER Open with: “What do you find yourself worrying about at 2 a.m.?”
NOTES
WATCH FOR 1. The banquet parable being read only as comfort. It's also a warning — the invited

made excuses. Hold both.

2. "Count the cost” becoming a reason to hesitate rather than to decide. Jesus wants
followers who know what they're saying yes to.

PUSH TOWARD Land on “Where your treasure is” (12:34) and the reflection question about a worry each
person carries. The “one thing”: one step against anxiety this week — give something
away, or trust God aloud in prayer over a worry.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

o - B -
Open Treasure and worry The banquet Counting the cost Reflection and prayer

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

0 What anxieties does Jesus address, and what is His remedy?

Jesus says, “don’t be anxious for your life, what you will eat, nor yet for your body, what you will
wear” (12:22). He points to the ravens and the lilies, and says “God feeds them” (12:24) and “clothes the
grass in the field” (12:28). He reminds them that “your Father knows that you need these things”
(12:30). His instruction is “seek God’s Kingdom, and all these things will be added to you” (12:31). The
“things” are daily needs (12:30), not riches. He adds, “Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom” (12:32).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Jesus say not to be anxious about in 12:22, and what does He say to seek
in 12:31?
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9 Who gets invited to the great banquet, and why does it matter?

In 14:12-14 Jesus tells a host to invite “the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the blind.” In the parable of
the great supper, the invited guests all “began to make excuses” (14:18). The master then sends the
servant to “bring in the poor, maimed, blind, and lame” (14:21). When there is still room, he sends the
servant out again so that “my house may be filled” (14:23). The master ends by saying that none of
those who were invited “will taste of my supper” (14:24).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs Who makes excuses in 14:18-20, who is brought in according to 14:21, and what does
14:24 say?

€@ What does Jesus mean about counting the cost?

Jesus speaks to “great multitudes” (14:25) and says a disciple must “bear his own cross, and come
after me” (14:27). He gives two pictures. A man who builds a tower “doesn't first sit down and count
the cost” (14:28). A king considers whether he is able to meet an army twice his size (14:31). He then
states the point: “whoever of you who doesn’t renounce all that he has, he can’t be my disciple”
(14:33).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What two pictures does Jesus use in 14:28-32, and what does He say in 14:33?

NOTES

Reflection questions

How might Jesus’ words about the Father’s care speak to a worry you carry?

This question asks how Jesus’ words in 12:22-32 might speak to a worry each person carries. Do not ask
anyone to name the worry aloud. Point to the reasons Jesus gives: life is more than food (12:23), God
feeds the ravens (12:24), and the Father knows what they need (12:30). A quiet room is fine.

@ What might it mean for you to count the cost of following Jesus?
This question asks what it might mean for each person to count the cost of following Jesus, using the
tower and the king in 14:28-32. Hold the question open. Some will answer with a concrete cost and
some will not yet have one. Both answers are honest.

ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

0 “Where your treasure is, there will your...” 9 In the parable of the great banquet, when the
what “be also”? (12:34) invited guests refuse, whom does the master
e Heart bring in? (14:21)

Our treasure reveals and shapes our heart — a © The poor, maimed, blind, and lame
test of true priorities. When the invited make excuses, the poor,
maimed, blind, and lame are brought in (14:21)

— the kingdom’s surprising guests.
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What does Jesus say a person must do before What is Jesus’ remedy for anxiety about food
building a tower or going to war — and what's and clothing? (12:29-31)

the point? (14:28-33) Seek God’s kingdom, and these things will be
Count the cost — Jesus says a disciple must added — trust the Father who knows your
renounce all that he has (14:33). needs.

e Memory verse
Luke 12:34, printed on page 25.

LEADER’S CARE NOTE - 12:10, 12:49-53, 13:1-5, 13:10—17 AND 14:26

These passages are not in this session’s questions, but they may come up. Jesus speaks of division inside
households (12:51-53) and of anyone who “doesn’t disregard his own father, mother, wife, children,
brothers, and sisters” (14:26). Read them as the cost of following Him (love for Jesus must outrank even
family; Matthew 10:37), not as permission to harm, shun or cut off anyone, and do not use them to press
anyone to break with family. If someone in the room is carrying a painful family situation, offer a private
word afterward.

13:1-5: Jesus denies that victims of tragedy were worse sinners; never treat suffering as punishment.
13:10-17: Jesus frees a daughter of Abraham; never read illness or disability as demonic. 12:10: anyone
afraid they have committed this sin has not; that fear is a sign of a tender conscience.
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 6 OF 8

Lost and Found

Luke 15-17 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 29-32 - memory verse Luke 15:7

GROUP LEADER Open with: “When did you last lose something that mattered, and what did you do?”
NOTES The three parables begin there.

WATCH FOR 1. Ending the prodigal at the party. The older brother is half the story and the third
discussion question; many of us may see ourselves in him.
2. Chapters 16—17 being dropped. Keep one thread — the ten lepers and the one who
returned — for the grace of gratitude.

PUSH TOWARD “More joy in heaven over one sinner who repents” (15:7). The reflection questions look at
the father's welcome and at the older brother’s anger; let each person choose which to
speak to. The “one thing”: one step toward someone far from God, or toward coming
home yourself.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

Open  The lost sheep and The two sons The ten Reflection and prayer
coin lepers

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

u What do the three “lost” parables share, and how do they build?

The setting is given in 15:2: the Pharisees and scribes say, “This man welcomes sinners, and eats with
them.” The shepherd says, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!” (15:6). The
woman says, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost” (15:9). The father says,
“for this, my son, was dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found” (15:24). Jesus states the
shared point in 15:7 and 15:10: there is “more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What do the Pharisees say in 15:2, and what is said when the lost thing is found in
15:6, 15:9 and 15:24?
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9 What surprises you about the father in the prodigal son?

The younger son asks for his share and wastes it (15:12-13). When he starts home, the father sees him
“while he was still far off” (15:20). The father “was moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him.” The son says, “I am no longer worthy to be called your son” (15:21). The father
tells his servants to “Bring out the best robe, and put it on him” (15:22).

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What does the father do in 15:20, and what does he say to his servants in 15:22-24?

€@ How do the older brother’s attitudes show up in us?

The older son “was angry, and would not go in” (15:28). He says to his father, “I never disobeyed a
commandment of yours” (15:29), and speaks of “this your son” (15:30). The father answers with “this,
your brother” (15:32). He also tells the older son, “you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours” (15:31). The story ends without saying whether the older son goes in.

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What does the older son say in 15:29-30, and how does the father describe the same
young man in 15:32?

NOTES

Reflection questions

@ What stands out to you about the father’'s welcome of the returning son?
This question asks what stands out to each person about the father’'s welcome in 15:20—24. He sees his
son from far off, runs, embraces him, and calls for a robe, a ring and a feast. Let people name
whichever detail they notice. Nobody has to say how they relate to either son.

@ Where might the older brother’s reaction (15:28-30) speak to you?
This question asks where the older brother’s reaction in 15:28—-30 might speak to each person. Read the
older son’s words aloud, then the father’s answer in 15:31-32. People may find it speaks to them, and
some may not. Leave room for both responses.

ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

What does the father do when he sees the a According to Jesus, what happens in heaven
prodigal son returning? (15:20) over one sinner who repents? (15:7)

© Runs to him, embraces and kisses him © There is joy

The father sees him far off, runs, embraces and Heaven rejoices over one repentant sinner —
kisses him — a picture of welcome for the the heart behind all three “lost” parables.

returning son.
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e In the three parables of chapter 15, what is lost in

each — and what is the response when found?
(15:1-32)

A sheep, a coin, a son — each found brings
rejoicing and celebration.

Memory verse

Luke 157, printed on page 29.

LEADER’'S CARE NOTE - 16:18, 16:19—31 AND 17:3-4

Leader’s Guide - Session 6

How are the rich man and Lazarus treated in life
and after death? (16:19-31)

The rich man lives in luxury while Lazarus lies
at his gate full of sores; after death Lazarus is
comforted and the rich man is in anguish
(16:25), and a great gulf is fixed between them
(16:26).

Jesus says in 16:18 that everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery. Some in
your group will have divorced, or will have divorced parents. Read the verse in its chapter about money
and the law, and do not use it to judge anyone in the room. Christians understand how it applies in
different ways, and this study does not ask the group to settle it. If someone is in danger at home, safety

comes first: see the help lines on page 126.

17:3-4: forgiving is not the same as trusting again or staying in harm. 16:19-31: do not name anyone'’s

eternal state.
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 7 OF 8

The Road to Jerusalem

Luke 18—21 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 33—-36 - memory verse Luke 19:10

GROUP LEADER Open with: “Tell about a prayer you kept praying long after you wanted to stop.” The
NOTES persistent widow will meet it.

WATCH FOR 1. The tax collector’s prayer (18:13) being admired without being prayed. Pray it
together.
2. Zacchaeus as a children’s story. Ask why salvation comes to his house and what
changes — he says he gives half his goods to the poor and, if he has wrongfully
exacted anything from anyone, restores four times as much (19:8).

PUSH TOWARD “To seek and to save that which was lost” (19:10) is how Jesus explains why He came;
the “one thing” is to pray persistently this week for one lost person by name. Ask each
person to write the name.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

IEH - B -

Open Widow and tax collector Zacchaoeus The entry and the Reflection and prayer
temple

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

u What do the persistent widow and the tax collector teach about prayer?

Luke gives the purpose of the first parable: “they must always pray, and not give up” (18:1). The widow
keeps coming to the judge, and he says, “because this widow bothers me, I will defend her” (18:5).
Jesus then argues from this unrighteous judge (18:6) to God, who “will avenge them quickly” (18:8).
The second parable is told to people “convinced of their own righteousness” (18:9). The Pharisee
prays “to himself” (18:11) and the tax collector says, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (18:13). Jesus
says that man “went down to his house justified” (18:14).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What reason does Luke give for the parable in 18:1, and what does the tax collector
say in 18:13?
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2]

Why does salvation come to Zacchaeus — and what changes?

Zacchaeus is “a chief tax collector, and he was rich” (19:2). He climbs a sycamore tree to see Jesus,
and Jesus says, “today I must stay at your house.” They all murmur about “a man who is a sinner”
(19:7), and Zacchaeus says, “half of my goods I give to the poor” (19:8), and that if he has wrongfully
exacted anything, “I restore four times as much”” Jesus has taken the first step (19:5), and Zacchaeus
“received him joyfully” (19:6). Jesus says, “Today, salvation has come to this house” (19:9), giving the
reason, “he also is a son of Abraham.” He adds, “the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which
was lost” (19:10).

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What does Zacchaeus say in 19:8, and what does Jesus say in 19:9-10?

What does the triumphal entry reveal about Jesus’ kingship?

The disciples “began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice” (19:37) and say, “Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the Lord!” (19:38). When the Pharisees object, Jesus says, “if these were
silent, the stones would cry out” (19:40). Then He weeps over the city (19:41) and says that its people
“didn’t know the time of your visitation” (19:44). He enters the temple and says, “My house is a house
of prayer” (19:46). The King is welcomed with praise, and He weeps over Jerusalem.

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What do the disciples say in 19:38, and what does Jesus do in 19:41 and 19:45?

NOTES

Reflection questions

®

®

Where do you need to pray and not give up?

This question asks where each person might pray and not give up, using the parable in 18:1-8. The
widow'’s persistence is the point of the story, and Luke says so in 18:1. Some will name a person, some a
situation, and some will pass. Offer to pray together for what is named, without asking for details.

What would salvation coming to your house look like?

This question asks what it might look like for salvation to come to a house, as it did in 19:9. Look at the
details in the text: Jesus goes to the house (19:5), Zacchaeus receives Him joyfully (19:6), and he speaks
about the poor and about anyone he has wronged (19:8). Let people answer in their own terms.
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ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

Leader’s Guide - Session 7

Which man goes home justified — and why?
(18:13-14)

© The tax collector, who humbly begged
mercy

The tax collector brings only a plea for mercy
(“God, be merciful to me, a sinner”) and goes
home justified. He has nothing of his own to
point to (18:13-14).

What does the persistent widow teach about
prayer? (18:1-8)

To always pray and not give up — persistence
in prayer.

Memory verse
Luke 19:10, printed on page 33.

LEADER’S CARE NOTE - 18:42 AND CHAPTER 21
18:42 — see the Session 3 note.

2]

o

Chapter 21: keep the discussion off timelines and dates.
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What does Jesus say about why He came, at
Zacchaeus’ house? (19:10)

@ To seek and to save the lost

Jesus says the Son of Man came to seek and to
save that which was lost.

How does Zacchaeus respond when Jesus
comes to his house? (19:8)

He says he gives half his goods to the poor and,
if he has wrongfully exacted anything from
anyone, restores four times as much. Jesus has
taken the first step (19:5), and He gives the
reasons for salvation: he is a son of Abraham,
and the Son of Man came to seek and to save
(19:9-10).
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LEADER’S GUIDE - SESSION 8 OF 8

Cross, Resurrection, Ascension

Luke 22-24 - 60 minutes - 5-12 people - participant pages 37-40 - memory verse Luke 24:46-47

GROUP LEADER Open with: “What's one thing from these eight sessions you don’t want to forget?”
NOTES
WATCH FOR 1. Passing over the mercy in these chapters. “Father, forgive them” and the promise of

Paradise to the criminal are the first discussion question. (Some early manuscripts
lack the prayer in 23:34; see the note on page 110. The theme of mercy does not rest
on that prayer alone: see 23:42-43.)

2. The Emmaus road being told too quickly. Two disciples on the road to Emmaus,
hearts burning as He spoke along the way, eyes opened at the table — give it time.

PUSH TOWARD “Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations,
beginning at Jerusalem” (24:47) is the risen Jesus’ commission. The “one thing”: share
the good news with one person — Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, and
forgiveness of sins is preached in His name. Close by praying for the people each of you
has in mind.

SIXTY MINUTES
Care agreements and help lines: page 126.

EH - DS -

Open The cross and its mercy Emmaus Commission and What we carry from Luke, and
ascension prayer

ANSWER GUIDE

Discussion questions

Q What marks of mercy stand out in Luke’s crucifixion account?

At the supper Jesus says of the bread, “my body which is given for you” (22:19), and of the cup, “the
new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (22:20). On the cross Jesus says, “Father,
forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing” (23:34). One of the criminals says, “Lord,
remember me when you come into your Kingdom” (23:42). Jesus answers, “Assuredly I tell you, today
you will be with me in Paradise” (23:43). Jesus’ last words from the cross in Luke are “Father, into
your hands I commit my spirit!” (23:46). A centurion then testifies to His innocence, saying,
“Certainly this was a righteous man” (23:47).

IF THE GROUP sTALLs What does Jesus say in 23:34 and 23:43, and what does the second criminal ask in
23:42?
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e What happens on the Emmaus road, and why does it matter?

Two disciples walk to Emmaus, and “their eyes were kept from recognizing him” (24:16). They say, “we
were hoping that it was he who would redeem Israel” (24:21). Jesus says, “Didn’t the Christ have to
suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” (24:26), and explains “in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself” (24:27). At the table He breaks the bread, and Luke writes, “Their eyes were
opened and they recognized him” (24:31). They ask, “Weren't our hearts burning within us” (24:32),
and they return to Jerusalem that same hour (24:33). When He stands among them they think they
see a spirit, and He says, “a spirit doesn’'t have flesh and bones, as you see that I have” (24:39); then
He eats fish in front of them (24:42-43).

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What do the disciples say in 24:2]1, what does Jesus explain in 24:27, and what
happens in 24:31?

e What does the risen Jesus send His followers to do?

Jesus says that “repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations,
beginning at Jerusalem” (24:47). He tells them, “You are witnesses of these things” (24:48). He then
says, “I send out the promise of my Father on you” (24:49). They are to “wait in the city of Jerusalem
until you are clothed with power from on high.” Luke ends with Jesus blessing them and being
“carried up into heaven” (24:51), and the disciples worshiping Him and returning “to Jerusalem with
great joy” (24:52), praising God in the temple.

IF THE GROUP sTALLS What is to be preached in 24:47, what are the disciples called in 24:48, and what are
they told to do in 24:49?

NOTES

Reflection questions

What does Jesus’ prayer from the cross, “Father, forgive them,” show you about Him?

This question asks what Jesus’ prayer in 23:34 shows each person about Him. Keep to what the verse
says: He asks the Father to forgive them (some early manuscripts lack this prayer; see page 110). Let
people answer in their own words. Do not press for personal details.

Where do you need your eyes opened to see the risen Lord?

This question asks where each person would like their eyes opened, using 24:16 and 24:31 as the pattern.
The disciples did not recognize Him until the bread was broken. Some will name a situation and some a
question about faith. Allow a quiet pause before anyone speaks.
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ANSWER KEY

Recall practice

Leader’s Guide - Session 8

From the cross, what does Jesus pray for those
crucifying Him? (23:34)

© “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know
what they are doing”

Even on the cross, Jesus asks the Father to
forgive those who crucify Him.

On the Emmaus road, how does the risen Jesus
help the two disciples understand? (24:27)

Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He
explains in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself.

Memory verse
Luke 24:46-47, printed on page 37.

LEADER’'S CARE NOTE - CHAPTERS 22-23

2]

What does Jesus promise the criminal on the
cross? (23:43)

© “Assuredly I tell you, today you will be
with me in Paradise”

Jesus tells the dying criminal, “today you will be
with me in Paradise.”

What does the risen Jesus say must be
preached to all nations — and what does He
promise? (24:47-49)

Repentance and forgiveness of sins in His
name; He speaks of “the promise of my Father”
and tells them to wait in Jerusalem until they
are clothed with power from on high (24:49).

Chapters 22-23 describe beating and crucifixion. Read them with care; anyone may step out.

LEADER’S CARE NOTE - CHAPTER 23

This chapter can be misused against Jews. Luke names Pilate, who three times finds no crime in Jesus
(23:4,14, 22), Herod, the chief priests and rulers, and a crowd that cries “Crucify!” (23:21). He also records a
great multitude of the people mourning (23:27, 48) and Joseph of the council, who “had not consented to
their counsel and deed” (23:50-51). Jesus and His followers are Jewish. Never use this chapter to blame

any people today.

A NOTE ON THE TEXT - 22:19-20

A few early manuscripts have a shorter form of 22:19-20; most Bibles keep the longer text. Christians

understand the Supper in different ways.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

WORLD ENGLISH BIBLE

The Gospel of Luke

Luke 1-2 - Session 1 reading

The complete text, arranged by session. Verse numbers are small and raised; each

session’s reading begins with a tinted heading.

SESSION 1 READING

Luke 1-2  the savior Is Born - session on page 9

ke 1
The Births Foretold
1Since many have undertaken to set in order a
narrative concerning those matters which have been
fulfilled among us, 2even as those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the
word delivered them to us, 3it seemed good to me
also, having traced the course of all things accurately
from the first, to write to you in order, most
excellent Theophilus; 4that you might know the
certainty concerning the things in which you were
instructed.

5There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea,
a certain priest named Zacharias, of the priestly
division of Abijah. He had a wife of the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. éThey were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord. 7But
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and
they both were well advanced in years.

8Now while he executed the priest’s office before
God in the order of his division ?according to the
custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to enter into
the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 1°The
whole multitude of the people were praying outside
at the hour of incense.

1An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing
on the right side of the altar of incense. 2Zacharias
was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon
him. BBut the angel said to him, “Don’t be afraid,
Zacharias, because your request has been heard.
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Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you
shall call his name John. 14You will have joy and
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15For he
will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will
drink no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with
the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 6He
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord
their God. 7He will go before him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just; to prepare a people prepared for the Lord”

18Zacharias said to the angel, “How can I be sure of
this? For I am an old man, and my wife is well
advanced in years.”

19The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who
stands in the presence of God. I was sent to speak to
you and to bring you this good news. 20Behold, you
will be silent and not able to speak until the day that
these things will happen, because you didn’t believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper
time.

2The people were waiting for Zacharias, and they
marveled that he delayed in the temple. 2When he
came out, he could not speak to them. They
perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple. He
continued making signs to them, and remained mute.
2When the days of his service were fulfilled, he
departed to his house. 24After these days Elizabeth
his wife conceived, and she hid herself five months,
saying, 25“Thus has the Lord done to me in the days
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in which he looked at me, to take away my reproach
among men.’

26Now in the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was
sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,
27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man whose
name was Joseph, of David’s house. The virgin's name
was Mary. 28Having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, you highly favored one! The Lord is with
you. Blessed are you among women!”

29But when she saw him, she was greatly troubled
at the saying, and considered what kind of salutation
this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Don’t be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
31Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give
birth to a son, and shall name him ‘Jesus. 32He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever. There will be no end to his Kingdom.

3aMary said to the angel, “How can this be, seeing I
am a virgin?”

35The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore also the holy one who is
born from you will be called the Son of God.
36Behold, Elizabeth your relative also has conceived a
son in her old age; and this is the sixth month with
her who was called barren. 37For nothing spoken by
God is impossible.”

38Mary said, “Behold, the servant of the Lord; let it
be done to me according to your word”

The angel departed from her.

39Mary arose in those days and went into the hill
country with haste, into a city of Judah, 4°and
entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted
Elizabeth. 4When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit. 42She called out with a
loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 4¥Why am I so
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? 44For behold, when the voice of your greeting
came into my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for
joy! 45Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a
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fulfillment of the things which have been spoken to
her from the Lord!”
46Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord.

47My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,

48for he has looked at the humble state of his
servant.

For behold, from now on, all generations will call me
blessed.

49For he who is mighty has done great things for
me.

Holy is his name.

50His mercy is for generations of generations on
those who fear him.

51He has shown strength with his arm.

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts.

52He has put down princes from their thrones,
and has exalted the lowly.

53He has filled the hungry with good things.

He has sent the rich away empty.

54He has given help to Israel, his servant, that he
might remember mercy,

55as he spoke to our fathers,

to Abraham and his offspring forever”

56 Mary stayed with her about three months, and
then returned to her house.

57Now the time that Elizabeth should give birth
was fulfilled, and she gave birth to a son. 58Her
neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had
maghnified his mercy toward her, and they rejoiced
with her. 520n the eighth day, they came to
circumcise the child; and they would have called him
Zacharias, after the name of his father. 6é0His mother
answered, “Not so; but he will be called John”

81They said to her, “There is no one among your
relatives who is called by this name.” 62They made
signs to his father, what he would have him called.

63He asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His
name is John”

They all marveled. 64His mouth was opened
immediately and his tongue freed, and he spoke,
blessing God. ¢5Fear came on all who lived around
them, and all these sayings were talked about
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throughout all the hill country of Judea. 86All who
heard them laid them up in their heart, saying, “What
then will this child be?” The hand of the Lord was
with him.

67His father Zacharias was filled with the Holy
Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

68“Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people;

89and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the
house of his servant David

70(as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets who
have been from of old),

Tisalvation from our enemies and from the hand of
all who hate us;

72to show mercy toward our fathers,

to remember his holy covenant,

73the oath which he swore to Abraham our father,
74to grant to us that we, being delivered out of the
hand of our enemies,

should serve him without fear,

75in holiness and righteousness before him all the
days of our life.

76 And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most
High;

for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare
his ways,

77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the
remission of their sins,

78pecause of the tender mercy of our God,

by which the dawn from on high will visit us,

79to shine on those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death;

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

80The child was growing and becoming strong in
spirit, and was in the desert until the day of his
public appearance to Israel.

LUKE 2

The Birth of Jesus

Now in those days, a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. 2This
was the first enrollment made when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to enroll themselves,
everyone to his own city. 4Joseph also went up from
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Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to
David’s city, which is called Bethlehem, because he
was of the house and family of David; 5to enroll
himself with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him as wife, being pregnant.

§While they were there, the day had come for her
to give birth. 7She gave birth to her firstborn son.
She wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
feeding trough, because there was no room for them
in the inn. 8There were shepherds in the same
country staying in the field, and keeping watch by
night over their flock. ®Behold, an angel of the Lord
stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. 1°The angel
said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for behold, I bring you
good news of great joy which will be to all the
people. "For there is born to you today, in David’s
city, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 2This is the
sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of
cloth, lying in a feeding trough” 3Suddenly, there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army
praising God, and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
on earth peace, good will toward men.”

15When the angels went away from them into the
sky, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem, now, and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has made known to us”
16They came with haste, and found both Mary and
Joseph, and the baby was lying in the feeding trough.
7When they saw it, they publicized widely the saying
which was spoken to them about this child. BAIl who
heard it wondered at the things which were spoken
to them by the shepherds. ¥*But Mary kept all these
sayings, pondering them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for
all the things that they had heard and seen, just as it
was told them.

2When eight days were fulfilled for the
circumcision of the child, his name was called Jesus,
which was given by the angel before he was
conceived in the womb.

2When the days of their purification according to
the law of Moses were fulfilled, they brought him up
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to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord 23(as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”),
24and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is
said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves, or
two young pigeons.”

25Behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon. This man was righteous and
devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit was on him. 261t had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27He came in
the Spirit into the temple. When the parents brought
in the child, Jesus, that they might do concerning
him according to the custom of the law, 28then he
received him into his arms, and blessed God, and
said,

29“Now you are releasing your servant, Master,
according to your word, in peace;

3ofor my eyes have seen your salvation,

slwhich you have prepared before the face of all
peoples;

32 light for revelation to the nations,

and the glory of your people Israel”

33Joseph and his mother were marveling at the
things which were spoken concerning him, 34and
Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, his mother,
“Behold, this child is set for the falling and the rising
of many in Israel, and for a sign which is spoken
against. 3Yes, a sword will pierce through your own
soul, that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed”

36There was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher (she was of a great
age, having lived with a husband seven years from
her virginity, 37and she had been a widow for about
eighty-four years), who didn’'t depart from the

Clear Path Bible Studies

Luke 1-2 - Session 1 reading

temple, worshiping with fastings and petitions night
and day. 38Coming up at that very hour, she gave
thanks to the Lord, and spoke of him to all those who
were looking for redemption in Jerusalem.

39When they had accomplished all things that
were according to the law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. 49The child
was growing, and was becoming strong in spirit,
being filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was
upon him. 4'His parents went every year to Jerusalem
at the feast of the Passover.

42When he was twelve years old, they went up to
Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast,
43and when they had fulfilled the days, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.
Joseph and his mother didn’t know it, 44but
supposing him to be in the company, they went a
day’s journey, and they looked for him among their
relatives and acquaintances. 4When they didn’t find
him, they returned to Jerusalem, looking for him.
46 After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the middle of the teachers, both listening to
them, and asking them questions. 47All who heard
him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. 4¢When they saw him, they were
astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why
have you treated us this way? Behold, your father
and I were anxiously looking for you.”

49He said to them, “Why were you looking for me?
Didn't you know that I must be in my Father’s
house?” 50They didn't understand the saying which
he spoke to them. 5'And he went down with them,
and came to Nazareth. He was subject to them, and
his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52And
Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and men.
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SESSION 2 READING

Luke 3-5 1he wmission Begins - session on page 13

LUKE 3

John the Baptist and the Baptism

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius
Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2in the
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the
wilderness. 3He came into all the region around the
Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for
remission of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the
words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Make ready the way of the Lord.

Make his paths straight.

5Every valley will be filled.

Every mountain and hill will be brought low.
The crooked will become straight,

and the rough ways smooth.

8All flesh will see God’s salvation.”

7He said therefore to the multitudes who went out
to be baptized by him, “You offspring of vipers, who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
8Therefore produce fruits worthy of repentance, and
don’t begin to say among yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father; for I tell you that God is able
to raise up children to Abraham from these stones!
9Even now the ax also lies at the root of the trees.
Every tree therefore that doesn’t produce good fruit
is cut down, and thrown into the fire.

10The multitudes asked him, “What then must we
do?”

"He answered them, “He who has two coats, let
him give to him who has none. He who has food, let
him do likewise.

12Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they
said to him, “Teacher, what must we do?”
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1BHe said to them, “Collect no more than that
which is appointed to you”

14Soldiers also asked him, saying, “What about us?
What must we do?”

He said to them, “Extort from no one by violence,
neither accuse anyone wrongfully. Be content with
your wages.”

15As the people were in expectation, and all men
reasoned in their hearts concerning John, whether
perhaps he was the Christ, '¢John answered them all,
“I indeed baptize you with water, but he comes who
is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am
not worthy to loosen. He will baptize you in the Holy
Spirit and fire, "whose fan is in his hand, and he will
thoroughly cleanse his threshing floor, and will
gather the wheat into his barn; but he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire”

18Then with many other exhortations he preached
good news to the people, *but Herod the tetrarch,
being reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s
wife, and for all the evil things which Herod had
done, 20added this also to them all, that he shut up
John in prison. 2Now when all the people were
baptized, Jesus also had been baptized, and was
praying. The sky was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit
descended in a bodily form like a dove on him; and a
voice came out of the sky, saying “You are my
beloved Son. In you I am well pleased.”

23]Jesus himself, when he began to teach, was
about thirty years old, being the son (as was
supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24the son of
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son of
Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25the son of Mattathias, the
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the
son of Naggai, 26the son of Maath, the son of
Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Joseph, the
son of Judah, 27the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa,
the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of
Neri, 28the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of
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Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er, 2°the son
of Jose, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son
of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30the son of Simeon, the
son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the
son of Eliakim, 3'the son of Melea, the son of Menan,
the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of
David, 32the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of
Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33the
son of Amminadab, the son of Aram, the son of
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34the son
of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35the son of Serug,
the son of Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, the
son of Shelah, 36the son of Cainan, the son of
Arphaxad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son
of Lamech, 37the son of Methuselah, the son of
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the
son of Cainan, 38the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the
son of Adam, the son of God.

LUKE 4

Temptation and Rejection at Nazareth

1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness
2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. He ate
nothing in those days. Afterward, when they were
completed, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command this stone to
become bread”

4Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of
God.”

5The devil, leading him up on a high mountain,
showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time. §The devil said to him, “T will give
you all this authority, and their glory, for it has been
delivered to me; and I give it to whomever I want. 7If
you therefore will worship before me, it will all be
yours”

8Jesus answered him, “Get behind me Satan! For it
is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and
you shall serve him only.”

9He led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the
pinnacle of the temple, and said to him, “If you are
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the Son of God, cast yourself down from here, 1°for it
is written,

‘He will put his angels in charge of you, to guard

’

you;
Nand,

‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest perhaps you dash your foot against a stone.”

12Jesus answering, said to him, “It has been said,
‘“You shall not tempt the Lord your God.”

13When the devil had completed every temptation,
he departed from him until another time.

14Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee, and news about him spread through all the
surrounding area. 'sHe taught in their synagogues,
being glorified by all.

16He came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up. He entered, as was his custom, into the
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.
17The book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him.
He opened the book, and found the place where it
was written,

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor.

He has sent me to heal the broken hearted,

to proclaim release to the captives,

recovering of sight to the blind,

to deliver those who are crushed,

1vand to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

20He closed the book, gave it back to the
attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fastened on him. 2He began to tell
them, “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing”

22A]] testified about him, and wondered at the
gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth,
and they said, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”

23He said to them, “Doubtless you will tell me this
parable, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have
heard done at Capernaum, do also here in your
hometown. ” 24He said, “Most certainly I tell you, no
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25But truly I
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tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the
days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up three years
and six months, when a great famine came over all
the land. 26Elijah was sent to none of them, except to
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was
a widow. ZThere were many lepers in Israel in the
time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was
cleansed, except Naaman, the Syrian.”

28They were all filled with wrath in the synagogue,
as they heard these things. 22They rose up, threw
him out of the city, and led him to the brow of the
hill that their city was built on, that they might throw
him off the cliff. 30But he, passing through the middle
of them, went his way.

31He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee.
He was teaching them on the Sabbath day, 32and they
were astonished at his teaching, for his word was
with authority. 33In the synagogue there was a man
who had a spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried
out with a loud voice, 34saying, “Ah! what have we to
do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of
God!”

35]Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come

”

out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down
in the middle of them, he came out of him, having
done him no harm.

36 Amazement came on all, and they spoke
together, one with another, saying, “What is this
word? For with authority and power he commands
the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 3’News
about him went out into every place of the
surrounding region.

38He rose up from the synagogue, and entered into
Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was afflicted
with a great fever, and they begged him for her. 39He
stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her.
Immediately she rose up and served them. 49When
the sun was setting, all those who had any sick with
various diseases brought them to him; and he laid his
hands on every one of them, and healed them.
4“Demons also came out of many, crying out, and
saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of God!”
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Rebuking them, he didn't allow them to speak,
because they knew that he was the Christ.

42When it was day, he departed and went into an
uninhabited place, and the multitudes looked for
him, and came to him, and held on to him, so that he
wouldn't go away from them. 43But he said to them,
“I must preach the good news of God’s Kingdom to
the other cities also. For this reason I have been
sent.” 44He was preaching in the synagogues of
Galilee.

LUKE 5

The First Disciples and Early Healings

1Now while the multitude pressed on him and heard
the word of God, he was standing by the lake of
Gennesaret. 2He saw two boats standing by the lake,
but the fishermen had gone out of them, and were
washing their nets. 3He entered into one of the
boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a
little from the land. He sat down and taught the
multitudes from the boat. 4When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep,
and let down your nets for a catch”

5Simon answered him, “Master, we worked all
night, and took nothing; but at your word I will let
down the net” 8When they had done this, they
caught a great multitude of fish, and their net was
breaking. ’They beckoned to their partners in the
other boat, that they should come and help them.
They came, and filled both boats, so that they began
to sink. 8But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down
at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a
sinful man, Lord” °For he was amazed, and all who
were with him, at the catch of fish which they had
caught; 1°and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on
you will be catching people alive.

"When they had brought their boats to land, they
left everything, and followed him. 2While he was in
one of the cities, behold, there was a man full of
leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell on his face, and
begged him, saying, “Lord, if you want to, you can
make me clean”
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1BHe stretched out his hand, and touched him,
saying, “I want to. Be made clean

Immediately the leprosy left him. “He commanded
him to tell no one, “But go your way, and show
yourself to the priest, and offer for your cleansing
according to what Moses commanded, for a
testimony to them.” 15But the report concerning him
spread much more, and great multitudes came
together to hear, and to be healed by him of their
infirmities. But he withdrew himself into the desert,
and prayed.

170On one of those days, he was teaching; and there
were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by,
who had come out of every village of Galilee, Judea,
and Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was with him
to heal them. 8Behold, men brought a paralyzed man
on a cot, and they sought to bring him in to lay
before Jesus. ®Not finding a way to bring him in
because of the multitude, they went up to the
housetop, and let him down through the tiles with
his cot into the middle before Jesus. 20Seeing their
faith, he said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven
you.”

2The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason,
saying, “Who is this that speaks blasphemies? Who
can forgive sins, but God alone?”

22But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, answered
them, “Why are you reasoning so in your hearts?
2Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you;
or to say, ‘Arise and walk?’ 24But that you may know
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins” (he said to the paralyzed man), “I tell you, arise,
take up your cot, and go to your house”

2sImmediately he rose up before them, and took
up that which he was laying on, and departed to his
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house, glorifying God. 22Amazement took hold on all,
and they glorified God. They were filled with fear,
saying, “We have seen strange things today”

27After these things he went out, and saw a tax
collector named Levi sitting at the tax office, and
said to him, “Follow me!”

28He left everything, and rose up and followed him.
2L evi made a great feast for him in his house. There
was a great crowd of tax collectors and others who
were reclining with them. 30Their scribes and the
Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying,
“Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors
and sinners?” 31Jesus answered them, “Those who are
healthy have no need for a physician, but those who
are sick do. 321 have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.

33They said to him, “Why do John’s disciples often
fast and pray, likewise also the disciples of the
Pharisees, but yours eat and drink?”

3aHe said to them, “Can you make the friends of
the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with
them? 35But the days will come when the bridegroom
will be taken away from them. Then they will fast in
those days.” 38He also told a parable to them. “No one
puts a piece from a new garment on an old garment,
or else he will tear the new, and also the piece from
the new will not match the old. 3’No one puts new
wine into old wine skins, or else the new wine will
burst the skins, and it will be spilled, and the skins
will be destroyed. 38But new wine must be put into
fresh wine skins, and both are preserved. 3¥No man
having drunk old wine immediately desires new, for
he says, ‘The old is better.”
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Luke 6-8 Teaching and Healing - session on page 17

LUKE 6

The Sermon on the Plain

Now on the second Sabbath after the first, he was
going through the grain fields. His disciples plucked
the heads of grain and ate, rubbing them in their
hands. 2But some of the Pharisees said to them,
“Why do you do that which is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath day?”

3Jesus, answering them, said, “Haven't you read
what David did when he was hungry, he, and those
who were with him; 4how he entered into God’s
house, and took and ate the show bread, and gave
also to those who were with him, which is not lawful
to eat except for the priests alone?” 5He said to
them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.”

6]t also happened on another Sabbath that he
entered into the synagogue and taught. There was a
man there, and his right hand was withered. 7The
scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see
whether he would heal on the Sabbath, that they
might find an accusation against him. 8But he knew
their thoughts; and he said to the man who had the
withered hand, “Rise up, and stand in the middle” He
arose and stood. ®Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask
you something: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do
good, or to do harm? To save a life, or to kill?” 1°He
looked around at them all, and said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand” He did, and his hand was
restored as sound as the other. "But they were filled
with rage, and talked with one another about what
they might do to Jesus.

12In these days, he went out to the mountain to
pray, and he continued all night in prayer to God.
3When it was day, he called his disciples, and from

them he chose twelve, whom he also named apostles:

14Simon, whom he also named Peter; Andrew, his
brother; James; John; Philip; Bartholomew;
1sMatthew; Thomas; James, the son of Alphaeus;
Simon, who was called the Zealot; '6Judas the son of
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James; and Judas Iscariot, who also became a traitor.
7He came down with them, and stood on a level
place, with a crowd of his disciples, and a great
number of the people from all Judea and Jerusalem,
and the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to
hear him and to be healed of their diseases; 18as well
as those who were troubled by unclean spirits, and
they were being healed. ?All the multitude sought to
touch him, for power came out of him and healed
them all.

20He lifted up his eyes to his disciples, and said,

“Blessed are you who are poor,

God’s Kingdom is yours.

21Blessed are you who hunger now,

for you will be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.

22Blessed are you when men hate you, and when
they exclude and mock you, and throw out your
name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.

23Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold,
your reward is great in heaven, for their fathers did
the same thing to the prophets.

24“But woe to you who are rich!

For you have received your consolation.

25Woe to you, you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now,

for you will mourn and weep.

26Woe, when men speak well of you,

for their fathers did the same thing to the false
prophets.

27“But I tell you who hear: love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse
you, and pray for those who mistreat you. 22To him
who strikes you on the cheek, offer also the other;
and from him who takes away your cloak, don't
withhold your coat also. 3°Give to everyone who asks
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you, and don’t ask him who takes away your goods to
give them back again.

31“As you would like people to do to you, do exactly
so to them. 32If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who
love them. 331f you do good to those who do good to
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive back as much. 35But love
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing back; and your reward will be great, and you
will be children of the Most High; for he is kind
toward the unthankful and evil.

36“Therefore be merciful,

even as your Father is also merciful.
37Don’t judge,

and you won'’t be judged.

Don’t condemn,

and you won't be condemned.

Set free,

and you will be set free.

38“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over,
will be given to you. For with the same measure you
measure it will be measured back to you.”

39He spoke a parable to them. “Can the blind guide
the blind? Won't they both fall into a pit? 4°A disciple
is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is
fully trained will be like his teacher. 4Why do you see
the speck of chaff that is in your brother’s eye, but
don’t consider the beam that is in your own eye?
420r how can you tell your brother, ‘Brother, let me
remove the speck of chaff that is in your eye; when
you yourself don't see the beam that is in your own
eye? You hypocrite! First remove the beam from your
own eye, and then you can see clearly to remove the
speck of chaff that is in your brother’s eye. 43For
there is no good tree that produces rotten fruit; nor
again a rotten tree that produces good fruit. 44For
each tree is known by its own fruit. For people don't
gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes
from a bramble bush. 45The good man out of the
good treasure of his heart brings out that which is
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good, and the evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart brings out that which is evil, for out of the
abundance of the heart, his mouth speaks.

46“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord, and don’'t do
the things which I say? 47Everyone who comes to me,
and hears my words, and does them, I will show you
who he is like. 48He is like a man building a house,
who dug and went deep, and laid a foundation on the
rock. When a flood arose, the stream broke against
that house, and could not shake it, because it was
founded on the rock. 4°But he who hears, and doesn’t
do, is like a man who built a house on the earth
without a foundation, against which the stream
broke, and immediately it fell, and the ruin of that
house was great.”

LUKE 7

Faith, Forgiveness, and Compassion

1After he had finished speaking in the hearing of the
people, he entered into Capernaum. 2A certain
centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick
and at the point of death. 3When he heard about
Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him
to come and save his servant. 4When they came to
Jesus, they begged him earnestly, saying, “He is
worthy for you to do this for him, sfor he loves our
nation, and he built our synagogue for us.” ¢Jesus
went with them. When he was now not far from the
house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying to
him, “Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I am not
worthy for you to come under my roof. 7Therefore I
didn’t even think myself worthy to come to you; but
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I
also am a man placed under authority, having under
myself soldiers. I tell this one, ‘Go!” and he goes; and
to another, ‘Come! and he comes; and to my servant,
‘Do this, and he does it

9When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at
him, and turned and said to the multitude who
followed him, “I tell you, I have not found such great
faith, no, not in Israel” Those who were sent,
returning to the house, found that the servant who
had been sick was well.
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Soon afterwards, he went to a city called Nain.
Many of his disciples, along with a great multitude,
went with him. 2Now when he came near to the gate
of the city, behold, one who was dead was carried
out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.
Many people of the city were with her. ¥When the
Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said to
her, “Don't cry” 14He came near and touched the
coffin, and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young
man, I tell you, arise!” "He who was dead sat up, and
began to speak. And he gave him to his mother.

16Fear took hold of all, and they glorified God,
saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and,
“God has visited his people!” 7This report went out
concerning him in the whole of Judea, and in all the
surrounding region.

18The disciples of John told him about all these
things. *John, calling to himself two of his disciples,
sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are you the one who is
coming, or should we look for another?” 22When the
men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptizer
has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you he who comes, or
should we look for another?”

21In that hour he cured many of diseases and
plagues and evil spirits; and to many who were blind
he gave sight. 22Jesus answered them, “Go and tell
John the things which you have seen and heard: that
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have good news preached to
them. 23Blessed is he who finds no occasion for
stumbling in me.

24When John’s messengers had departed, he began
to tell the multitudes about John, “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? 25But what did you go out to see? A man
clothed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are
gorgeously dressed, and live delicately, are in kings’
courts. 26But what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet. 27This
is he of whom it is written,

‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.
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28“For [ tell you, among those who are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptizer, yet he who is least in God’s Kingdom is
greater than he”

22When all the people and the tax collectors heard
this, they declared God to be just, having been
baptized with John’s baptism. 30But the Pharisees and
the lawyers rejected the counsel of God, not being
baptized by him themselves.

31“To what then should I compare the people of
this generation? What are they like? 32They are like
children who sit in the marketplace, and call to one
another, saying, ‘We piped to you, and you didn’t
dance. We mourned, and you didn't weep. 33For John
the Baptizer came neither eating bread nor drinking
wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon. 34The Son of
Man has come eating and drinking, and you say,
‘Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard; a friend
of tax collectors and sinners! 3¥Wisdom is justified
by all her children”

360ne of the Pharisees invited him to eat with him.
He entered into the Pharisee’s house, and sat at the
table. 37Behold, a woman in the city who was a
sinner, when she knew that he was reclining in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of
ointment. 38Standing behind at his feet weeping, she
began to wet his feet with her tears, and she wiped
them with the hair of her head, kissed his feet, and
anointed them with the ointment. 3¥Now when the
Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to
himself, “This man, if he were a prophet, would have
perceived who and what kind of woman this is who
touches him, that she is a sinner”

40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to
tell you”

He said, “Teacher, say on”

41A certain lender had two debtors. The one owed
five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 2When
they couldn’t pay, he forgave them both. Which of
them therefore will love him most?”

43Simon answered, “He, I suppose, to whom he
forgave the most.”

He said to him, “You have judged correctly”
44Turning to the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you
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see this woman? I entered into your house, and you
gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my
feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of
her head. 45You gave me no kiss, but she, since the
time I came in, has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46You
didn’t anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed
my feet with ointment. 47Therefore I tell you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much. But one to whom little is forgiven, loves little”
48He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.

49Those who sat at the table with him began to say
to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”

50He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you.
Go in peace’”

LUKE 8

Parables and Power over Nature

1Soon afterwards, he went about through cities and
villages, preaching and bringing the good news of
God’s Kingdom. With him were the twelve, 2and
certain women who had been healed of evil spirits
and infirmities: Mary who was called Magdalene,
from whom seven demons had gone out; 3and
Joanna, the wife of Chuzas, Herod’s steward;
Susanna; and many others; who served them from
their possessions. 4When a great multitude came
together, and people from every city were coming to
him, he spoke by a parable. 5“The farmer went out to
sow his seed. As he sowed, some fell along the road,
and it was trampled under foot, and the birds of the
sky devoured it. 6éOther seed fell on the rock, and as
soon as it grew, it withered away, because it had no
moisture. 7Other fell amid the thorns, and the thorns
grew with it, and choked it. 8Other fell into the good
ground, and grew, and produced one hundred times
as much fruit” As he said these things, he called out,
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

9Then his disciples asked him, “What does this
parable mean?”

1°He said, “To you it is given to know the mysteries
of God’s Kingdom, but to the rest in parables; that
‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not
understand. "Now the parable is this: The seed is the
word of God. 2Those along the road are those who
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hear, then the devil comes, and takes away the word
from their heart, that they may not believe and be
saved. BThose on the rock are they who, when they
hear, receive the word with joy; but these have no
root, who believe for a while, then fall away in time of
temptation. 4That which fell among the thorns,
these are those who have heard, and as they go on
their way they are choked with cares, riches, and
pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
15Those in the good ground, these are those who
with an honest and good heart, having heard the
word, hold it tightly, and produce fruit with
perseverance.

16“No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a
container, or puts it under a bed; but puts it on a
stand, that those who enter in may see the light.
7For nothing is hidden that will not be revealed; nor
anything secret that will not be known and come to
light. 18Be careful therefore how you hear. For
whoever has, to him will be given; and whoever
doesn’t have, from him will be taken away even that
which he thinks he has”

19His mother and brothers came to him, and they
could not come near him for the crowd. 220Some
people told him, “Your mother and your brothers
stand outside, desiring to see you.

2But he answered them, “My mother and my
brothers are these who hear the word of God, and do
it”

2Now on one of those days, he entered into a
boat, himself and his disciples, and he said to them,
“Let’s go over to the other side of the lake” So they
launched out. 22But as they sailed, he fell asleep. A
wind storm came down on the lake, and they were
taking on dangerous amounts of water. 24They came
to him, and awoke him, saying, “Master, master, we
are dying!” He awoke, and rebuked the wind and the
raging of the water, and they ceased, and it was calm.
25He said to them, “Where is your faith?” Being afraid
they marveled, saying to one another, “Who is this
then, that he commands even the winds and the
water, and they obey him?” 26They arrived at the
country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee.
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27When Jesus stepped ashore, a certain man out of
the city who had demons for a long time met him. He
wore no clothes, and didn’t live in a house, but in the
tombs. 22When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell
down before him, and with a loud voice said, “What
do I have to do with you, Jesus, you Son of the Most
High God? I beg you, don’t torment me!” 2For Jesus
was commanding the unclean spirit to come out of
the man. For the unclean spirit had often seized the
man. He was kept under guard, and bound with
chains and fetters. Breaking the bonds apart, he was
driven by the demon into the desert.

30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”

He said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered
into him. 31They begged him that he would not
command them to go into the abyss. 32Now there
was there a herd of many pigs feeding on the
mountain, and they begged him that he would allow
them to enter into those. Then he allowed them.
33The demons came out of the man, and entered into
the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake, and were drowned. 3#When those who
fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told
it in the city and in the country.

35People went out to see what had happened. They
came to Jesus and found the man from whom the
demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed
and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 36Those
who saw it told them how he who had been
possessed by demons was healed. 37All the people of
the surrounding country of the Gadarenes asked him
to depart from them, for they were very much afraid.
Then he entered into the boat and returned. 38But
the man from whom the demons had gone out
begged him that he might go with him, but Jesus sent
him away, saying, 39“Return to your house, and
declare what great things God has done for you” He
went his way, proclaiming throughout the whole city
what great things Jesus had done for him.

40When Jesus returned, the multitude welcomed
him, for they were all waiting for him. 4Behold, a
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man named Jairus came. He was a ruler of the
synagogue. He fell down at Jesus’ feet, and begged
him to come into his house, 42for he had an only
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was
dying. But as he went, the multitudes pressed against
him. 43A woman who had a flow of blood for twelve
years, who had spent all her living on physicians and
could not be healed by any 44came behind him, and
touched the fringe of his cloak. Immediately the flow
of her blood stopped. 45Jesus said, “Who touched
me?”

When all denied it, Peter and those with him said,
“Master, the multitudes press and jostle you, and you
say, ‘Who touched me?”

46But Jesus said, “Someone did touch me, for I
perceived that power has gone out of me” When
the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
trembling, and falling down before him declared to
him in the presence of all the people the reason why
she had touched him, and how she was healed
immediately. 48He said to her, “Daughter, cheer up.
Your faith has made you well. Go in peace”

49While he still spoke, one from the ruler of the
synagogue’s house came, saying to him, “Your
daughter is dead. Don't trouble the Teacher”

50But Jesus hearing it, answered him, “Don’t be
afraid. Only believe, and she will be healed”

5iTWhen he came to the house, he didn’t allow
anyone to enter in, except Peter, John, James, the
father of the child, and her mother. 52All were
weeping and mourning her, but he said, “Don't weep.
She isn’t dead, but sleeping”

53They were ridiculing him, knowing that she was
dead. 54But he put them all outside, and taking her
by the hand, he called, saying, “Child, arise!” 55Her
spirit returned, and she rose up immediately. He
commanded that something be given to her to eat.
s6Her parents were amazed, but he commanded
them to tell no one what had been done.
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Luke 9-11 the cost and the Mission - session on page 21

LUKE 9

Confession, Transfiguration, and the Cost

1He called the twelve together, and gave them power
and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases.
2He sent them out to preach God’s Kingdom and to
heal the sick. 3He said to them, “Take nothing for
your journey—no staffs, nor wallet, nor bread, nor
money. Don't have two coats each. 4Into whatever
house you enter, stay there, and depart from there.
5As many as don't receive you, when you depart from
that city, shake off even the dust from your feet for a
testimony against them.

6They departed and went throughout the villages,
preaching the Good News and healing everywhere.
’Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done
by him; and he was very perplexed, because it was
said by some that John had risen from the dead, 8and
by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that
one of the old prophets had risen again. °®Herod said,
“I beheaded John, but who is this about whom I hear
such things?” He sought to see him. 1°The apostles,
when they had returned, told him what things they
had done.

He took them and withdrew apart to a desert
region of a city called Bethsaida. "But the multitudes,
perceiving it, followed him. He welcomed them,
spoke to them of God’s Kingdom, and he cured those
who needed healing. 2The day began to wear away;
and the twelve came and said to him, “Send the
multitude away, that they may go into the
surrounding villages and farms, and lodge, and get
food, for we are here in a deserted place”

13But he said to them, “You give them something to
eat”

They said, “We have no more than five loaves and
two fish, unless we should go and buy food for all
these people” 4For they were about five thousand
men.
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He said to his disciples, “Make them sit down in
groups of about fifty each” ¥They did so, and made
them all sit down. 8He took the five loaves and the
two fish, and looking up to the sky, he blessed them,
broke them, and gave them to the disciples to set
before the multitude. 7They ate and were all filled.
They gathered up twelve baskets of broken pieces
that were left over.

18As he was praying alone, the disciples were with
him, and he asked them, “Who do the multitudes say
that I am?”

19They answered, “ ‘John the Baptizer, but others
say, ‘Elijah, and others, that one of the old prophets
has risen again.”

20He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”

Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

21But he warned them, and commanded them to
tell this to no one, 22saying, “The Son of Man must
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and the third
day be raised up”

23He said to all, “If anyone desires to come after
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me. 24For whoever desires to save his life will
lose it, but whoever will lose his life for my sake, will
save it. 25For what does it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses or forfeits his own self? 26For
whoever will be ashamed of me and of my words, of
him will the Son of Man be ashamed, when he comes
in his glory, and the glory of the Father, and of the
holy angels. 27But I tell you the truth: There are some
of those who stand here who will in no way taste of
death until they see God’s Kingdom.”

28 About eight days after these sayings, he took
with him Peter, John, and James, and went up onto
the mountain to pray. 22As he was praying, the
appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing
became white and dazzling. 3°Behold, two men were
talking with him, who were Moses and Elijah, 3'who
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appeared in glory, and spoke of his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

32Now Peter and those who were with him were
heavy with sleep, but when they were fully awake,
they saw his glory, and the two men who stood with
him. 33As they were parting from him, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let’'s make
three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah,” not knowing what he said.

34While he said these things, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they
entered into the cloud. 3A voice came out of the
cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to
him!” 3When the voice came, Jesus was found alone.
They were silent, and told no one in those days any
of the things which they had seen.

370n the next day, when they had come down from
the mountain, a great multitude met him. 38Behold, a
man from the crowd called out, saying, “Teacher, I
beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child.
39Behold, a spirit takes him, he suddenly cries out,
and it convulses him so that he foams, and it hardly
departs from him, bruising him severely. 4°I begged
your disciples to cast it out, and they couldn’t”

41Jesus answered, “Faithless and perverse
generation, how long shall I be with you and bear
with you? Bring your son here”

42While he was still coming, the demon threw him
down and convulsed him violently. But Jesus rebuked
the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back
to his father. 43They were all astonished at the
majesty of God.

But while all were marveling at all the things which
Jesus did, he said to his disciples, 44“Let these words
sink into your ears, for the Son of Man will be
delivered up into the hands of men. 45But they didn't
understand this saying. It was concealed from them,
that they should not perceive it, and they were afraid
to ask him about this saying.

46An argument arose among them about which of
them was the greatest. 47Jesus, perceiving the
reasoning of their hearts, took a little child, and set
him by his side, 48and said to them, “Whoever
receives this little child in my name receives me.

Clear Path Bible Studies

92

Luke 9-11 - Session 4 reading

Whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For
whoever is least among you all, this one will be
great.”

49John answered, “Master, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name, and we forbade
him, because he doesn’t follow with us.”

50Jesus said to him, “Don’t forbid him, for he who
is not against us is for us”

51Tt came to pass, when the days were near that he
should be taken up, he intently set his face to go to
Jerusalem 52and sent messengers before his face.
They went and entered into a village of the
Samaritans, so as to prepare for him. 53They didn't
receive him, because he was traveling with his face
set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples, James
and John, saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us
to command fire to come down from the sky, and
destroy them, just as Elijah did?”

55But he turned and rebuked them, “You don’t
know of what kind of spirit you are. 56For the Son of
Man didn’t come to destroy men’s lives, but to save
them.

They went to another village. 57As they went on
the way, a certain man said to him, “I want to follow
you wherever you go, Lord”

58]Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has
no place to lay his head”

59He said to another, “Follow me!”

But he said, “Lord, allow me first to go and bury
my father”

60But Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury
their own dead, but you go and announce God’s
Kingdom?”

s1Another also said, “I want to follow you, Lord, but
first allow me to say good-bye to those who are at
my house”

62But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for God’s
Kingdom?”

A NOTE ON THE TEXT

Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include the
words Jesus speaks in verses 55-56. The World English
Bible keeps them, as the King James Version does.

clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

LUKE 10

The Seventy and the Good Samaritan

Now after these things, the Lord also appointed
seventy others, and sent them two by two ahead of
him into every city and place where he was about to
come. 2Then he said to them, “The harvest is indeed
plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore to
the Lord of the harvest, that he may send out
laborers into his harvest. 3Go your ways. Behold, I
send you out as lambs among wolves. 4Carry no
purse, nor wallet, nor sandals. Greet no one on the
way. 5Into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace
be to this house. ¢If a son of peace is there, your

peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.

7Remain in that same house, eating and drinking the
things they give, for the laborer is worthy of his
wages. Don't go from house to house. 8Into whatever
city you enter, and they receive you, eat the things
that are set before you. ?Heal the sick who are there,
and tell them, ‘God’s Kingdom has come near to you.
19But into whatever city you enter, and they don't
receive you, go out into its streets and say, "*Even
the dust from your city that clings to us, we wipe off
against you. Nevertheless know this, that God’s
Kingdom has come near to you. 21 tell you, it will be
more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that
city.

13*Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
For if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and
Sidon which were done in you, they would have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.
14But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in
the judgment than for you. ¥You, Capernaum, who
are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to
Hades. 1¥Whoever listens to you listens to me, and
whoever rejects you rejects me. Whoever rejects me
rejects him who sent me”

7The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord,
even the demons are subject to us in your name!”

18He said to them, “I saw Satan having fallen like
lightning from heaven. ¥*Behold, I give you authority
to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy. Nothing will in any way hurt
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you. 22Nevertheless, don't rejoice in this, that the
spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.

2In that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy
Spirit, and said, “I thank you, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding, and revealed them
to little children. Yes, Father, for so it was well-
pleasing in your sight”

2Turning to the disciples, he said, “All things have
been delivered to me by my Father. No one knows
who the Son is, except the Father, and who the
Father is, except the Son, and he to whomever the
Son desires to reveal him”

23Turning to the disciples, he said privately,
“Blessed are the eyes which see the things that you
see, 24for I tell you that many prophets and kings
desired to see the things which you see, and didn’t
see them, and to hear the things which you hear, and
didn’t hear them.

25Behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested
him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”

26He said to him, “What is written in the law? How
do you read it?”

27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor
as yourself”

28He said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do
this, and you will live”

29But he, desiring to justify himself, asked Jesus,
“Who is my neighbor?”

30Jesus answered, “A certain man was going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among
robbers, who both stripped him and beat him, and
departed, leaving him half dead. 31By chance a
certain priest was going down that way. When he
saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32In the
same way a Levite also, when he came to the place,
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a
certain Samaritan, as he traveled, came where he
was. When he saw him, he was moved with
compassion, 34came to him, and bound up his
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wounds, pouring on oil and wine. He set him on his
own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of
him. 350n the next day, when he departed, he took
out two denarii, gave them to the host, and said to
him, ‘Take care of him. Whatever you spend beyond
that, I will repay you when I return.’ 3Now which of
these three do you think seemed to be a neighbor to
him who fell among the robbers?”

37He said, “He who showed mercy on him”

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

38As they went on their way, he entered into a
certain village, and a certain woman named Martha
received him into her house. 3°She had a sister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard his word.
40But Martha was distracted with much serving, and
she came up to him, and said, “Lord, don't you care
that my sister left me to serve alone? Ask her
therefore to help me.”

41Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things, 42but one
thing is needed. Mary has chosen the good part,
which will not be taken away from her”

LUKE 11

Teaching on Prayer

"When he finished praying in a certain place, one of
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just
as John also taught his disciples”

2He said to them, “When you pray, say,

‘Our Father in heaven,

may your name be kept holy.

May your Kingdom come.

May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
3Give us day by day our daily bread.

4Forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is
indebted to us.

Bring us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.””

5He said to them, “Which of you, if you go to a
friend at midnight, and tell him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread, éfor a friend of mine has come
to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set
before him, 7and he from within will answer and say,
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‘Don’t bother me. The door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give it
to you'? 8 tell you, although he will not rise and give
it to him because he is his friend, yet because of his
persistence, he will get up and give him as many as
he needs.

9%] tell you, keep asking, and it will be given you.
Keep seeking, and you will find. Keep knocking, and
it will be opened to you. °For everyone who asks
receives. He who seeks finds. To him who knocks it
will be opened.

"“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, he won't
give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? 120r if he
asks for an egg, he won't give him a scorpion, will he?
13]f you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

14He was casting out a demon, and it was mute.
When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke;
and the multitudes marveled. '*But some of them
said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince
of the demons.” '€Others, testing him, sought from
him a sign from heaven. 7But he, knowing their
thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to desolation. A house
divided against itself falls. 18If Satan also is divided
against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you
say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. ®But if I cast
out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your children
cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges.
20But if I by God’s finger cast out demons, then God’s
Kingdom has come to you.

2“When the strong man, fully armed, guards his
own dwelling, his goods are safe. 22But when
someone stronger attacks him and overcomes him,
he takes from him his whole armor in which he
trusted, and divides his plunder.

23“He that is not with me is against me. He who
doesn’t gather with me scatters. 24The unclean spirit,
when he has gone out of the man, passes through
dry places, seeking rest, and finding none, he says, ‘1
will turn back to my house from which I came out!
23When he returns, he finds it swept and put in
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order. 26Then he goes, and takes seven other spirits
more evil than himself, and they enter in and dwell
there. The last state of that man becomes worse than
the first”

27Tt came to pass, as he said these things, a certain
woman out of the multitude lifted up her voice, and
said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and
the breasts which nursed you!”

28But he said, “On the contrary, blessed are those
who hear the word of God, and keep it

22When the multitudes were gathering together to
him, he began to say, “This is an evil generation. It
seeks after a sign. No sign will be given to it but the
sign of Jonah, the prophet. 30For even as Jonah
became a sign to the Ninevites, so the Son of Man
will also be to this generation. 3The Queen of the
South will rise up in the judgment with the men of
this generation, and will condemn them: for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon; and behold, one greater than Solomon is
here. 32The men of Nineveh will stand up in the
judgment with this generation, and will condemn it:
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold, one greater than Jonah is here.

33“No one, when he has lit a lamp, puts it in a cellar
or under a basket, but on a stand, that those who
come in may see the light. 34The lamp of the body is
the eye. Therefore when your eye is good, your
whole body is also full of light; but when it is evil,
your body also is full of darkness. 35Therefore see
whether the light that is in you isn’t darkness. 36If
therefore your whole body is full of light, having no
part dark, it will be wholly full of light, as when the
lamp with its bright shining gives you light”

37Now as he spoke, a certain Pharisee asked him to
dine with him. He went in, and sat at the table.
38When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that he had
not first washed himself before dinner. 32The Lord
said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside
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of the cup and of the platter, but your inward part is
full of extortion and wickedness. 4°You foolish ones,
didn’t he who made the outside make the inside also?
41But give for gifts to the needy those things which
are within, and behold, all things will be clean to you.
42But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and
rue and every herb, but you bypass justice and God’s
love. You ought to have done these, and not to have
left the other undone. 43Woe to you Pharisees! For
you love the best seats in the synagogues, and the
greetings in the marketplaces. 44Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like hidden
graves, and the men who walk over them don’t know
it”

450ne of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in
saying this you insult us also.”

46He said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load
men with burdens that are difficult to carry, and you
yourselves won't even lift one finger to help carry
those burdens. 47Woe to you! For you build the
tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.
4850 you testify and consent to the works of your
fathers. For they killed them, and you build their
tombs. 49Therefore also the wisdom of God said, ‘1
will send to them prophets and apostles; and some of
them they will kill and persecute, 59that the blood of
all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation
of the world, may be required of this generation;
51from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah,
who perished between the altar and the sanctuary.
Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation.
52Woe to you lawyers! For you took away the key of
knowledge. You didn’t enter in yourselves, and those
who were entering in, you hindered”

53As he said these things to them, the scribes and
the Pharisees began to be terribly angry, and to draw
many things out of him; 54lying in wait for him, and
seeking to catch him in something he might say, that
they might accuse him.

A NOTE ON THE TEXT - 11:2-4

Many modern Bibles follow early manuscripts with a
shorter form of the prayer in 11:2-4 that begins simply,
“Father.”
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SESSION 5 READING

Luke 12-14 Kingdom Priorities - session on page 25

LUKE 12

Do Not Be Anxious

Meanwhile, when a multitude of many thousands
had gathered together, so much so that they
trampled on each other, he began to tell his disciples
first of all, “Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy. 2But there is nothing covered up
that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be
known. 3Therefore whatever you have said in the
darkness will be heard in the light. What you have
spoken in the ear in the inner rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.

4“I tell you, my friends, don’t be afraid of those
who kill the body, and after that have no more that
they can do. 5But I will warn you whom you should
fear. Fear him who after he has killed, has power to
cast into Gehenna. Yes, I tell you, fear him.

6“Aren’t five sparrows sold for two assaria coins?
Not one of them is forgotten by God. 7But the very
hairs of your head are all counted. Therefore don’t be
afraid. You are of more value than many sparrows.

8“] tell you, everyone who confesses me before
men, the Son of Man will also confess before the
angels of God; °but he who denies me in the
presence of men will be denied in the presence of
God’s angels. 1°Everyone who speaks a word against
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but those who
blaspheme against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven. "When they bring you before the
synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, don't be
anxious how or what you will answer, or what you
will say; 12for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that
same hour what you must say”

130ne of the multitude said to him, “Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the inheritance with me”

14But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge
or an arbitrator over you?” 5He said to them,
“Beware! Keep yourselves from covetousness, for a
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man’s life doesn't consist of the abundance of the
things which he possesses.

16He spoke a parable to them, saying, “The ground
of a certain rich man produced abundantly. 7He
reasoned within himself, saying, ‘What will I do,
because I don't have room to store my crops?’ 18He
said, ‘“This is what I will do. I will pull down my barns,
build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain
and my goods. I will tell my soul, “Soul, you have
many goods laid up for many years. Take your ease,
eat, drink, and be merry”’

20“But God said to him, ‘You foolish one, tonight
your soul is required of you. The things which you
have prepared—whose will they be?’ 2So is he who
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God”

22He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you,
don'’t be anxious for your life, what you will eat, nor
yet for your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more
than food, and the body is more than clothing.
24Consider the ravens: they don’'t sow, they don't
reap, they have no warehouse or barn, and God feeds
them. How much more valuable are you than birds!
25Which of you by being anxious can add a cubit to
his height? 26If then you aren't able to do even the
least things, why are you anxious about the rest?
27Consider the lilies, how they grow. They don'’t toil,
neither do they spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if
this is how God clothes the grass in the field, which
today exists, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith?
2Don’t seek what you will eat or what you will drink;
neither be anxious. 3°For the nations of the world
seek after all of these things, but your Father knows
that you need these things. 31But seek God’s
Kingdom, and all these things will be added to you.
32Don’t be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. 33Sell that
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which you have, and give gifts to the needy. Make for
yourselves purses which don't grow old, a treasure in
the heavens that doesn'’t fail, where no thief
approaches, neither moth destroys. 34For where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

35“Let your waist be dressed and your lamps
burning. 3¢Be like men watching for their lord, when
he returns from the wedding feast; that when he
comes and knocks, they may immediately open to
him. 37Blessed are those servants, whom the lord will
find watching when he comes. Most certainly I tell
you that he will dress himself, make them recline,
and will come and serve them. 38They will be blessed
if he comes in the second or third watch, and finds
them so. 32But know this, that if the master of the
house had known in what hour the thief was coming,
he would have watched, and not allowed his house to
be broken into. 4°Therefore be ready also, for the
Son of Man is coming in an hour that you don't
expect him.

41Peter said to him, “Lord, are you telling this
parable to us, or to everybody?”

42The Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise
steward, whom his lord will set over his household,
to give them their portion of food at the right times?
43Blessed is that servant whom his lord will find
doing so when he comes. 44Truly I tell you, that he
will set him over all that he has. 45But if that servant
says in his heart, ‘My lord delays his coming; and
begins to beat the menservants and the
maidservants, and to eat and drink, and to be
drunken, 46then the lord of that servant will come in
a day when he isn't expecting him, and in an hour
that he doesn’'t know, and will cut him in two, and
place his portion with the unfaithful. 4That servant,
who knew his lord’s will, and didn’t prepare, nor do
what he wanted, will be beaten with many stripes,
48but he who didn't know, and did things worthy of
stripes, will be beaten with few stripes. To whomever
much is given, of him will much be required; and to
whom much was entrusted, of him more will be
asked.

49“] came to throw fire on the earth. I wish it were
already kindled. 5°But I have a baptism to be baptized

Clear Path Bible Studies

Luke 12-14 - Session 5 reading

with, and how distressed I am until it is
accomplished! 51Do you think that I have come to
give peace in the earth? I tell you, no, but rather
division. 52For from now on, there will be five in one
house divided, three against two, and two against
three. 53They will be divided, father against son, and
son against father; mother against daughter, and
daughter against her mother; mother-in-law against
her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law.

54He said to the multitudes also, “When you see a
cloud rising from the west, immediately you say, ‘A
shower is coming; and so it happens. 5sWhen a south
wind blows, you say, ‘There will be a scorching heat,
and it happens. 5¢You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky,
but how is it that you don’t interpret this time?
57Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?
58For when you are going with your adversary before
the magistrate, try diligently on the way to be
released from him, lest perhaps he drag you to the
judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and
the officer throw you into prison. 5°I tell you, you will
by no means get out of there, until you have paid the
very last penny.

LUKE 13

Repentance and the Narrow Door

Now there were some present at the same time who
told him about the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had
mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered them,
“Do you think that these Galileans were worse
sinners than all the other Galileans, because they
suffered such things? 31 tell you, no, but unless you
repent, you will all perish in the same way. 4Or those
eighteen, on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed
them; do you think that they were worse offenders
than all the men who dwell in Jerusalem? 51 tell you,
no, but, unless you repent, you will all perish in the
same way.’

6He spoke this parable. “A certain man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking
fruit on it, and found none. 7He said to the vine
dresser, ‘Behold, these three years I have come
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looking for fruit on this fig tree, and found none. Cut
it down. Why does it waste the soil?’ 8He answered,
‘Lord, leave it alone this year also, until I dig around
it and fertilize it. °If it bears fruit, fine; but if not,
after that, you can cut it down.”

1°He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
Sabbath day. "Behold, there was a woman who had a
spirit of infirmity eighteen years. She was bent over,
and could in no way straighten herself up. 2When
Jesus saw her, he called her, and said to her,
“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” ¥He laid
his hands on her, and immediately she stood up
straight and glorified God.

14The ruler of the synagogue, being indignant
because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the
multitude, “There are six days in which men ought to
work. Therefore come on those days and be healed,
and not on the Sabbath day!”

15Therefore the Lord answered him, “You
hypocrites! Doesn'’t each one of you free his ox or his
donkey from the stall on the Sabbath, and lead him
away to water? 1#Ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham whom Satan had bound
eighteen long years, be freed from this bondage on
the Sabbath day?”

17As he said these things, all his adversaries were
disappointed and all the multitude rejoiced for all the
glorious things that were done by him.

18He said, “What is God’s Kingdom like? To what
shall I compare it? 101t is like a grain of mustard seed
which a man took and put in his own garden. It grew
and became a large tree, and the birds of the sky live
in its branches”

20Again he said, “To what shall I compare God’s
Kingdom? 2t is like yeast, which a woman took and
hid in three measures of flour, until it was all
leavened”

2He went on his way through cities and villages,
teaching, and traveling on to Jerusalem. 220ne said to
him, “Lord, are they few who are saved?”

He said to them, 24“Strive to enter in by the
narrow door, for many, I tell you, will seek to enter in
and will not be able. 22When once the master of the
house has risen up, and has shut the door, and you
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begin to stand outside and to knock at the door,
saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us! then he will answer
and tell you, ‘I don't know you or where you come
from. 26Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank
in your presence, and you taught in our streets. 2He
will say, ‘I tell you, I don’'t know where you come
from. Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity’
28There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when
you see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets
in God’s Kingdom, and yourselves being thrown
outside. 22They will come from the east, west, north,
and south, and will sit down in God’s Kingdom.
30Behold, there are some who are last who will be
first, and there are some who are first who will be
last”

310n that same day, some Pharisees came, saying
to him, “Get out of here, and go away, for Herod
wants to kill you”

32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I
cast out demons and perform cures today and
tomorrow, and the third day I complete my mission.
33Nevertheless I must go on my way today and
tomorrow and the next day, for it can’'t be that a
prophet would perish outside of Jerusalem!

3a“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How
often I wanted to gather your children together, like
a hen gathers her own brood under her wings, and
you refused! 38Behold, your house is left to you
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

LUKE 14

The Great Banquet and the Cost of Discipleship

"When he went into the house of one of the rulers of
the Pharisees on a Sabbath to eat bread, they were
watching him. 2Behold, a certain man who had
dropsy was in front of him. 3Jesus, answering, spoke
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to
heal on the Sabbath?”

4But they were silent.

He took him, and healed him, and let him go. 5He
answered them, “Which of you, if your son or an ox
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fell into a well, wouldn’t immediately pull him out on
a Sabbath day?”

6They couldn’t answer him regarding these things.

7He spoke a parable to those who were invited,
when he noticed how they chose the best seats, and
said to them, 8“When you are invited by anyone to a
wedding feast, don't sit in the best seat, since
perhaps someone more honorable than you might be
invited by him, ?and he who invited both of you
would come and tell you, ‘Make room for this person.
Then you would begin, with shame, to take the
lowest place. 1°But when you are invited, go and sit in
the lowest place, so that when he who invited you
comes, he may tell you, ‘Friend, move up higher’
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who
sit at the table with you. "For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles
himself will be exalted.

12He also said to the one who had invited him,
“When you make a dinner or a supper, don't call your
friends, nor your brothers, nor your kinsmen, nor
rich neighbors, or perhaps they might also return the
favor, and pay you back. ¥But when you make a feast,
ask the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the blind;
14and you will be blessed, because they don’t have the
resources to repay you. For you will be repaid in the
resurrection of the righteous.”

15When one of those who sat at the table with him
heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is he who
will feast in God’s Kingdom!”

16But he said to him, “A certain man made a great
supper, and he invited many people. 7He sent out his
servant at supper time to tell those who were invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now. 8They all as one
began to make excuses.

“The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I
must go and see it. Please have me excused’

19“Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and [ must go try them out. Please have me excused.
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20“Another said, ‘I have married a wife, and
therefore I can’t come!

2“That servant came, and told his lord these
things. Then the master of the house, being angry,
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor, maimed,
blind, and lame’

2“The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as you
commanded, and there is still room.

23“The lord said to the servant, ‘Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,
that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you that none
of those men who were invited will taste of my
supper.”

2sNow great multitudes were going with him. He
turned and said to them, 26“If anyone comes to me,
and doesn’t disregard his own father, mother, wife,
children, brothers, and sisters, yes, and his own life
also, he can't be my disciple. 22Whoever doesn't bear
his own cross, and come after me, can’t be my
disciple. 28For which of you, desiring to build a tower,
doesn't first sit down and count the cost, to see if he
has enough to complete it? 220r perhaps, when he
has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish,
everyone who sees begins to mock him, 3°saying,
‘This man began to build, and wasn't able to finish’
310r what king, as he goes to encounter another king
in war, will not sit down first and consider whether
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 320r else, while
the other is yet a great way off, he sends an envoy,
and asks for conditions of peace. 33So therefore
whoever of you who doesn’t renounce all that he has,
he can’t be my disciple. 34Salt is good, but if the salt
becomes flat and tasteless, with what do you season
it? 351t is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure
pile. It is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let
him hear”
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LUKE 15

The Lost Sheep, Coin, and Son

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming
close to him to hear him. 2The Pharisees and the
scribes murmured, saying, “This man welcomes
sinners, and eats with them.

3He told them this parable. 4“Which of you men, if
you had one hundred sheep, and lost one of them,
wouldn’t leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and
go after the one that was lost, until he found it?
5When he has found it, he carries it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. ¥When he comes home, he calls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which
was lost! 71 tell you that even so there will be more
joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over
ninety-nine righteous people who need no
repentance. 80r what woman, if she had ten
drachma coins, if she lost one drachma coin,
wouldn't light a lamp, sweep the house, and seek
diligently until she found it? ®When she has found it,
she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which
I had lost! 1°Even so, I tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
repenting”

"He said, “A certain man had two sons. 2The
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me
my share of your property. He divided his livelihood
between them. ¥Not many days after, the younger
son gathered all of this together and traveled into a
far country. There he wasted his property with
riotous living. ¥When he had spent all of it, there
arose a severe famine in that country, and he began
to be in need. 5He went and joined himself to one of
the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his
fields to feed pigs. '*He wanted to fill his belly with
the husks that the pigs ate, but no one gave him any.
17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many
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hired servants of my father’s have bread enough to
spare, and I'm dying with hunger! 18] will get up and
go to my father, and will tell him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in your sight. *I am no
more worthy to be called your son. Make me as one
of your hired servants.’

20“He arose, and came to his father. But while he
was still far off, his father saw him, and was moved
with compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him. 2The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and in your sight. I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.

22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the
best robe, and put it on him. Put a ring on his hand,
and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf, kill
it, and let’s eat, and celebrate; 24for this, my son, was
dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.
Then they began to celebrate.

25“Now his elder son was in the field. As he came
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He
called one of the servants to him, and asked what
was going on. 27He said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf,
because he has received him back safe and healthy!
28But he was angry, and would not go in. Therefore
his father came out, and begged him. 29But he
answered his father, ‘Behold, these many years I have
served you, and I never disobeyed a commandment
of yours, but you never gave me a goat, that I might
celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this your son
came, who has devoured your living with prostitutes,
you killed the fattened calf for him!

31“He said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. 32But it was appropriate
to celebrate and be glad, for this, your brother, was
dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.”
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LUKE 16

Money, the Law, and Lazarus

1He also said to his disciples, “There was a certain
rich man who had a manager. An accusation was
made to him that this man was wasting his
possessions. 2He called him, and said to him, ‘What is
this that I hear about you? Give an accounting of
your management, for you can no longer be
manager’

3“The manager said within himself, ‘What will I do,
seeing that my lord is taking away the management
position from me? I don’t have strength to dig. [ am
ashamed to beg. 41 know what I will do, so that when
[ am removed from management, they may receive
me into their houses. 5Calling each one of his lord’s
debtors to him, he said to the first, ‘How much do
you owe to my lord?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred batos of
oil.! He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty’ 7Then he said to another,
‘How much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred cors of
wheat. He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write
eighty’

8“His lord commended the dishonest manager
because he had done wisely, for the children of this
world are, in their own generation, wiser than the
children of the light. °I tell you, make for yourselves
friends by means of unrighteous mammon, so that
when you fail, they may receive you into the eternal
tents. “"He who is faithful in a very little is faithful
also in much. He who is dishonest in a very little is
also dishonest in much. "If therefore you have not
been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches? 12If you have
not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will
give you that which is your own? 3No servant can
serve two masters, for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and
despise the other. You aren't able to serve God and
Mammon”

14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also
heard all these things, and they scoffed at him. 5He
said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in
the sight of men, but God knows your hearts. For
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that which is exalted among men is an abomination
in the sight of God. 8The law and the prophets were
until John. From that time the Good News of God’s
Kingdom is preached, and everyone is forcing his
way into it. 7But it is easier for heaven and earth to
pass away, than for one tiny stroke of a pen in the
law to fall. 8Everyone who divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery. He who marries
one who is divorced from a husband commits
adultery.

19“Now there was a certain rich man, and he was
clothed in purple and fine linen, living in luxury every
day. 20A certain beggar, named Lazarus, was taken to
his gate, full of sores, 2land desiring to be fed with
the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Yes,
even the dogs came and licked his sores. 2The
beggar died, and he was carried away by the angels
to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died, and was
buried. 22In Hades, he lifted up his eyes, being in
torment, and saw Abraham far off, and Lazarus at his
bosom. 24He cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue! For I
am in anguish in this flame’

25“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you, in
your lifetime, received your good things, and
Lazarus, in the same way, bad things. But here he is
now comforted, and you are in anguish. 26Besides all
this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed,
that those who want to pass from here to you are not
able, and that no one may cross over from there to
us!

27*He said, ‘I ask you therefore, father, that you
would send him to my father’s house; 28for [ have five
brothers, that he may testify to them, so they won't
also come into this place of torment.

29“But Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and
the prophets. Let them listen to them!

30“He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if one goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.

31“He said to him, ‘If they don'’t listen to Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded if one
rises from the dead.”
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LUKE 17

Faith, Gratitude, and the Coming Kingdom

He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no
occasions of stumbling should come, but woe to him
through whom they come! 2It would be better for
him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he
were thrown into the sea, rather than that he should
cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3Be careful.
If your brother sins against you, rebuke him. If he
repents, forgive him. 4If he sins against you seven
times in the day, and seven times returns, saying, ‘I
repent, you shall forgive him”

5The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith”

6The Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of
mustard seed, you would tell this sycamore tree, ‘Be
uprooted, and be planted in the sea, and it would
obey you. 7But who is there among you, having a
servant plowing or keeping sheep, that will say when
he comes in from the field, ‘Come immediately and
sit down at the table; 8and will not rather tell him,
‘Prepare my supper, clothe yourself properly, and
serve me, while I eat and drink. Afterward you shall
eat and drink’? ®Does he thank that servant because
he did the things that were commanded? I think not.
19Even so you also, when you have done all the things
that are commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy
servants. We have done our duty.”

1As he was on his way to Jerusalem, he was
passing along the borders of Samaria and Galilee.
12As he entered into a certain village, ten men who
were lepers met him, who stood at a distance. ¥They
lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!”

14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and
show yourselves to the priests” As they went, they
were cleansed. 5One of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud
voice. 6He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him
thanks; and he was a Samaritan. 7Jesus answered,
“Weren't the ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
18Were there none found who returned to give glory
to God, except this foreigner?” *Then he said to him,
“Get up, and go your way. Your faith has healed you”
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20Being asked by the Pharisees when God’s
Kingdom would come, he answered them, “God’s
Kingdom doesn’t come with observation; 2'neither
will they say, ‘Look, here! or, ‘Look, there! for behold,
God’s Kingdom is within you.”

22He said to the disciples, “The days will come
when you will desire to see one of the days of the
Son of Man, and you will not see it. 22They will tell
you, ‘Look, here! or ‘Look, there! Don’t go away or
follow after them, 24for as the lightning, when it
flashes out of one part under the sky, shines to
another part under the sky; so will the Son of Man be
in his day. 25But first, he must suffer many things and
be rejected by this generation. 26As it was in the days
of Noah, even so will it be also in the days of the Son
of Man. Z7They ate, they drank, they married, and
they were given in marriage until the day that Noah
entered into the ship, and the flood came and
destroyed them all. 26Likewise, even as it was in the
days of Lot: they ate, they drank, they bought, they
sold, they planted, they built; 22but in the day that
Lot went out from Sodom, it rained fire and sulfur
from the sky and destroyed them all. 3°It will be the
same way in the day that the Son of Man is revealed.
31In that day, he who will be on the housetop and his
goods in the house, let him not go down to take them
away. Let him who is in the field likewise not turn
back. 32Remember Lot’s wife! 33Whoever seeks to
save his life loses it, but whoever loses his life
preserves it. 341 tell you, in that night there will be
two people in one bed. One will be taken and the
other will be left. 35There will be two grinding grain
together. One will be taken and the other will be left”

A NOTE ON THE TEXT

Some manuscripts add a verse 36 about two men in
the field, one taken and one left, much like Matthew
24:40. The earliest manuscripts do not include it here,
which is why the numbering moves from verse 35 to
verse 37.

37They, answering, asked him, “Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the body is, there the
vultures will also be gathered together”

clearpathbiblestudies.com



THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

Luke 18-21- Session 7 reading

SESSION 7 READING
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LUKE 18

Persistent Prayer and Childlike Faith

1He also spoke a parable to them that they must
always pray, and not give up, 2saying, “There was a
judge in a certain city who didn’t fear God, and didn't
respect man. 3A widow was in that city, and she often
came to him, saying, ‘Defend me from my adversary!
4He wouldn't for a while, but afterward he said to
himself, ‘Though I neither fear God, nor respect man,
syet because this widow bothers me, I will defend
her, or else she will wear me out by her continual
coming.”

6The Lord said, “Listen to what the unrighteous
judge says. 7Won't God avenge his chosen ones who
are crying out to him day and night, and yet he
exercises patience with them? 8] tell you that he will
avenge them quickly. Nevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

9He spoke also this parable to certain people who
were convinced of their own righteousness, and who
despised all others. 1°“Two men went up into the
temple to pray; one was a Pharisee, and the other
was a tax collector. "The Pharisee stood and prayed
to himself like this: ‘God, I thank you that I am not
like the rest of men, extortionists, unrighteous,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast
twice a week. I give tithes of all that I get. 3But the
tax collector, standing far away, wouldn't even lift up
his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God,
be merciful to me, a sinner! 14I tell you, this man
went down to his house justified rather than the
other; for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted”

15They were also bringing their babies to him, that
he might touch them. But when the disciples saw it,
they rebuked them. 8Jesus summoned them, saying,
“Allow the little children to come to me, and don’t
hinder them, for God’s Kingdom belongs to such as

Clear Path Bible Studies

these. "Most certainly, I tell you, whoever doesn’t
receive God’s Kingdom like a little child, he will in no
way enter into it

18A certain ruler asked him, saying, “Good Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

19Jesus asked him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good, except one: God. 20You know the
commandments: ‘Don't commit adultery; ‘Don’t
murder; ‘Don't steal, ‘Don’t give false testimony,
‘Honor your father and your mother.”

2iHe said, “I have observed all these things from
my youth up”

2When Jesus heard these things, he said to him,
“You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have, and
distribute it to the poor. Then you will have treasure
in heaven; then come, follow me.

2But when he heard these things, he became very
sad, for he was very rich.

24Jesus, seeing that he became very sad, said,
“How hard it is for those who have riches to enter
into God’s Kingdom! 25For it is easier for a camel to
enter in through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to
enter into God’s Kingdom.”

26Those who heard it said, “Then who can be
saved?”

27But he said, “The things which are impossible
with men are possible with God”

28Peter said, “Look, we have left everything and
followed you?”

29He said to them, “Most certainly I tell you, there
is no one who has left house, or wife, or brothers, or
parents, or children, for God’s Kingdom’s sake, 3°who
will not receive many times more in this time, and in
the world to come, eternal life”

31He took the twelve aside, and said to them,
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all the
things that are written through the prophets
concerning the Son of Man will be completed. 32For
he will be delivered up to the Gentiles, will be
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mocked, treated shamefully, and spit on. 3They will
scourge and kill him. On the third day, he will rise
again”

3aThey understood none of these things. This
saying was hidden from them, and they didn’t
understand the things that were said. 35As he came
near Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the road,
begging. 3¢Hearing a multitude going by, he asked
what this meant. 37They told him that Jesus of
Nazareth was passing by. 38He cried out, “Jesus, you
son of David, have mercy on me!” 39Those who led
the way rebuked him, that he should be quiet; but he
cried out all the more, “You son of David, have mercy
on me!”

40Standing still, Jesus commanded him to be
brought to him. When he had come near, he asked
him, 4“What do you want me to do?”

He said, “Lord, that I may see again”

42Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight. Your faith
has healed you”

43mmediately he received his sight and followed
him, glorifying God. All the people, when they saw it,
praised God.

LUKE 19

Zacchaeus and the Triumphal Entry

He entered and was passing through Jericho. 2There
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax
collector, and he was rich. 3He was trying to see who
Jesus was, and couldn’t because of the crowd,
because he was short. 4He ran on ahead, and climbed
up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was going
to pass that way. sWhen Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your
house” ¢He hurried, came down, and received him
joyfully. 7When they saw it, they all murmured,
saying, “He has gone in to lodge with a man who is a
sinner.

8Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold,
Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor. If I have
wrongfully exacted anything of anyone, I restore four
times as much.”
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9Jesus said to him, “Today, salvation has come to
this house, because he also is a son of Abraham. 1°For
the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which
was lost”

1As they heard these things, he went on and told a
parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and they
supposed that God’s Kingdom would be revealed
immediately. 12He said therefore, “A certain
nobleman went into a far country to receive for
himself a kingdom and to return. *He called ten
servants of his and gave them ten mina coins, and
told them, ‘Conduct business until I come. 4But his
citizens hated him, and sent an envoy after him,
saying, ‘We don’t want this man to reign over us

15“When he had come back again, having received
the kingdom, he commanded these servants, to
whom he had given the money, to be called to him,
that he might know what they had gained by
conducting business. 16The first came before him,
saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten more minas.

17*He said to him, ‘Well done, you good servant!
Because you were found faithful with very little, you
shall have authority over ten cities’

18“The second came, saying, ‘Your mina, Lord, has
made five minas.

19So he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five
cities’ 22Another came, saying, ‘Lord, behold, your
mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief, ifor I
feared you, because you are an exacting man. You
take up that which you didn’t lay down, and reap that
which you didn’t sow!

22“He said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will
judge you, you wicked servant! You knew that I am
an exacting man, taking up that which I didn't lay
down, and reaping that which I didn’t sow. 22Then
why didn't you deposit my money in the bank, and at
my coming, I might have earned interest on it?’ 24He
said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina away from
him and give it to him who has the ten minas’

25“They said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!’ 2¢‘For
I tell you that to everyone who has, will more be
given; but from him who doesn’t have, even that
which he has will be taken away from him. 27But
bring those enemies of mine who didn't want me to
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reign over them here, and kill them before me.”
28Having said these things, he went on ahead, going
up to Jerusalem.

29When he came near to Bethsphage and Bethany,
at the mountain that is called Olivet, he sent two of
his disciples, 3°saying, “Go your way into the village
on the other side, in which, as you enter, you will
find a colt tied, which no man had ever sat upon.
Untie it and bring it. 3If anyone asks you, ‘Why are
you untying it?’ say to him: ‘The Lord needs it ”

32Those who were sent went away, and found
things just as he had told them. 33As they were
untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are
you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs
it” 35Then they brought it to Jesus. They threw their
cloaks on the colt, and sat Jesus on them. 36As he
went, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As he
was now getting near, at the descent of the Mount of
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works which they had seen, 38saying,
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest!”

39Some of the Pharisees from the multitude said to
him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”

40He answered them, “I tell you that if these were
silent, the stones would cry out”

4'When he came near, he saw the city and wept
over it, 42saying, “If you, even you, had known today
the things which belong to your peace! But now, they
are hidden from your eyes. 43For the days will come
on you, when your enemies will throw up a barricade
against you, surround you, hem you in on every side,
44and will dash you and your children within you to
the ground. They will not leave in you one stone on
another, because you didn't know the time of your
visitation.”

45He entered into the temple, and began to drive
out those who bought and sold in it, 46saying to
them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,
but you have made it a ‘den of robbers”

47He was teaching daily in the temple, but the
chief priests, the scribes, and the leading men among
the people sought to destroy him. 48They couldn’t
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find what they might do, for all the people hung on
to every word that he said.

LUKE 20

Authority Questioned in the Temple

10n one of those days, as he was teaching the people
in the temple and preaching the Good News, the
priests and scribes came to him with the elders.
2They asked him, “Tell us: by what authority do you
do these things? Or who is giving you this authority?”

3He answered them, “I also will ask you one
question. Tell me: 4the baptism of John, was it from
heaven, or from men?”

5They reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven, he will say, ‘Why didn’t you believe
him?’ 6But if we say, ‘From men, all the people will
stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a
prophet” 7They answered that they didn’t know
where it was from.

8Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I do these things”

9He began to tell the people this parable. “A man
planted a vineyard, and rented it out to some
farmers, and went into another country for a long
time. 1°At the proper season, he sent a servant to the
farmers to collect his share of the fruit of the
vineyard. But the farmers beat him, and sent him
away empty. "He sent yet another servant, and they
also beat him, and treated him shamefully, and sent
him away empty. 2He sent yet a third, and they also
wounded him, and threw him out. ¥The lord of the
vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved
son. It may be that seeing him, they will respect him

14“But when the farmers saw him, they reasoned
among themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let’s kill him, that the inheritance may be ours!
15They threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
What therefore will the lord of the vineyard do to
them? 18He will come and destroy these farmers, and
will give the vineyard to others”

When they heard that, they said, “May that never
be!”

7But he looked at them and said, “Then what is
this that is written,
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‘The stone which the builders rejected

was made the chief cornerstone?’

18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to
pieces,

but it will crush whomever it falls on to dust.”

19The chief priests and the scribes sought to lay
hands on him that very hour, but they feared the
people—for they knew he had spoken this parable
against them. 20They watched him and sent out
spies, who pretended to be righteous, that they
might trap him in something he said, so as to deliver
him up to the power and authority of the governor.
2They asked him, “Teacher, we know that you say
and teach what is right, and aren't partial to anyone,
but truly teach the way of God. 22Is it lawful for us to
pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

2But he perceived their craftiness, and said to
them, “Why do you test me? 24Show me a denarius.
Whose image and inscription are on it?”

They answered, “Caesar’s”

25He said to them, “Then give to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are
God’s”

26They weren't able to trap him in his words before
the people. They marveled at his answer and were
silent. 2Some of the Sadducees came to him, those
who deny that there is a resurrection. 22They asked
him, “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s
brother dies having a wife, and he is childless, his
brother should take the wife and raise up children
for his brother. 22There were therefore seven
brothers. The first took a wife, and died childless.
30The second took her as wife, and he died childless.
31The third took her, and likewise the seven all left no
children, and died. 32Afterward the woman also died.
33Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them
will she be? For the seven had her as a wife”

34Jesus said to them, “The children of this age
marry, and are given in marriage. 3But those who
are considered worthy to attain to that age and the
resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are
given in marriage. 3¢For they can't die any more, for
they are like the angels, and are children of God,
being children of the resurrection. 37But that the
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dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush,
when he called the Lord ‘The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is not
the God of the dead, but of the living, for all are alive
to him.”

39Some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you
speak well” 40They didn't dare to ask him any more
questions.

41He said to them, “Why do they say that the
Christ is David’s son? 42David himself says in the
book of Psalms,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

43until I make your enemies the footstool of your
feet”’

44“David therefore calls him Lord, so how is he his
son?”

45Tn the hearing of all the people, he said to his
disciples, 46“Beware of those scribes who like to walk
in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces,
the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places
at feasts; 47who devour widows’ houses, and for a
pretense make long prayers: these will receive
greater condemnation.”

LUKE 21

The Temple, Jerusalem, and What Is Coming

He looked up and saw the rich people who were
putting their gifts into the treasury. 2He saw a
certain poor widow casting in two small brass coins.
3He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow put in
more than all of them, 4for all these put in gifts for
God from their abundance, but she, out of her
poverty, put in all that she had to live on”

5As some were talking about the temple and how it
was decorated with beautiful stones and gifts, he
said, 8“As for these things which you see, the days
will come, in which there will not be left here one
stone on another that will not be thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, so when will these
things be? What is the sign that these things are
about to happen?”

8He said, “Watch out that you don't get led astray,
for many will come in my name, saying, ‘T am he, and,
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‘The time is at hand. Therefore don’t follow them.
When you hear of wars and disturbances, don't be
terrified, for these things must happen first, but the
end won't come immediately.”

1°Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. "There will be
great earthquakes, famines, and plagues in various
places. There will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. 12But before all these things, they will lay
their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering
you up to synagogues and prisons, bringing you
before kings and governors for my name’s sake. 31t
will turn out as a testimony for you. 14Settle it
therefore in your hearts not to meditate beforehand
how to answer, 'sfor I will give you a mouth and
wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to
withstand or to contradict. ¥You will be handed over
even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends.
They will cause some of you to be put to death. 7You
will be hated by all men for my name’s sake. 8And
not a hair of your head will perish.

19“By your endurance you will win your lives.

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by
armies, then know that its desolation is at hand.
2Then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. Let those who are in the middle of her
depart. Let those who are in the country not enter
therein. 22For these are days of vengeance, that all
things which are written may be fulfilled. 22Woe to
those who are pregnant and to those who nurse
infants in those days! For there will be great distress
in the land, and wrath to this people. 24They will fall
by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into
all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled down by
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the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled. 25There will be signs in the sun, moon, and
stars; and on the earth anxiety of nations, in
perplexity for the roaring of the sea and the waves;
26men fainting for fear, and for expectation of the
things which are coming on the world: for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2Then they
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. 22But when these things begin to
happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is near”

29He told them a parable. “See the fig tree and all
the trees. 30When they are already budding, you see
it and know by your own selves that the summer is
already near. 3'Even so you also, when you see these
things happening, know that God’s Kingdom is near.
32Most certainly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all things are accomplished. 33Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will by no
means pass away.

34“So be careful, or your hearts will be loaded
down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this
life, and that day will come on you suddenly. 35For it
will come like a snare on all those who dwell on the
surface of all the earth. 36 Therefore be watchful all
the time, praying that you may be counted worthy to
escape all these things that will happen, and to stand
before the Son of Man”

37Every day Jesus was teaching in the temple, and
every night he would go out and spend the night on
the mountain that is called Olivet. 38All the people
came early in the morning to him in the temple to
hear him.

SESSION 8 READING

Luke 22—24 Cross, Resurrection, Ascension - session on page 37

LUKE 22

The Last Supper and the Arrest

Now the feast of unleavened bread, which is called
the Passover, was approaching. 2The chief priests
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and the scribes sought how they might put him to
death, for they feared the people. 3Satan entered into
Judas, who was also called Iscariot, who was counted
with the twelve. 4He went away, and talked with the
chief priests and captains about how he might
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deliver him to them. 5They were glad, and agreed to
give him money. ¢He consented, and sought an
opportunity to deliver him to them in the absence of
the multitude. 7The day of unleavened bread came,
on which the Passover must be sacrificed. 8Jesus
sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the
Passover for us, that we may eat”

9They said to him, “Where do you want us to
prepare?”

1oHe said to them, “Behold, when you have entered
into the city, a man carrying a pitcher of water will
meet you. Follow him into the house which he
enters. "Tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher
says to you, “Where is the guest room, where I may
eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ 12He will show
you a large, furnished upper room. Make
preparations there.

13They went, found things as Jesus had told them,
and they prepared the Passover. ¥When the hour
had come, he sat down with the twelve apostles. 5He
said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer, 1¢for I tell you, I
will no longer by any means eat of it until it is
fulfilled in God’s Kingdom.? 7He received a cup, and
when he had given thanks, he said, “Take this, and
share it among yourselves, 8for I tell you, I will not
drink at all again from the fruit of the vine, until
God’s Kingdom comes.”

19He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body
which is given for you. Do this in memory of me”
20] jkewise, he took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you. 2But behold, the hand of him
who betrays me is with me on the table. 22The Son of
Man indeed goes, as it has been determined, but woe
to that man through whom he is betrayed!”

2They began to question among themselves,
which of them it was who would do this thing. 24A
dispute also arose among them, which of them was
considered to be greatest. 25He said to them, “The
kings of the nations lord it over them, and those who
have authority over them are called ‘benefactors’
26But not so with you. But one who is the greater
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among you, let him become as the younger, and one
who is governing, as one who serves. ZFor who is
greater, one who sits at the table, or one who serves?
Isn’t it he who sits at the table? But [ am among you
as one who serves. 22But you are those who have
continued with me in my trials. 22 confer on you a
kingdom, even as my Father conferred on me, 3°that
you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom.
You will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel”

31The Lord said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan
asked to have all of you, that he might sift you as
wheat, 32but I prayed for you, that your faith wouldn't
fail. You, when once you have turned again, establish
your brothers”

33He said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you
both to prison and to death!”

3aHe said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will by no
means crow today until you deny that you know me
three times.”

35He said to them, “When I sent you out without
purse, wallet, and sandals, did you lack anything?”

They said, “Nothing”

36Then he said to them, “But now, whoever has a
purse, let him take it, and likewise a wallet. Whoever
has none, let him sell his cloak, and buy a sword.
37For I tell you that this which is written must still be
fulfilled in me: ‘He was counted with transgressors.
For that which concerns me has an end”

38They said, “Lord, behold, here are two swords.

He said to them, “That is enough.”

33He came out and went, as his custom was, to the
Mount of Olives. His disciples also followed him.
49When he was at the place, he said to them, “Pray
that you don't enter into temptation”

41He was withdrawn from them about a stone’s
throw, and he knelt down and prayed, 42saying,
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done”

A NOTE ON THE TEXT

A few early manuscripts have a shorter form of
22:19-20; most Bibles keep the longer text.
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A NOTE ON THE TEXT

Some of the earliest manuscripts do not include verses
43-44 — the angel strengthening Jesus and the sweat
like great drops of blood. Most Bibles keep them, often
with a note.

43An angel from heaven appeared to him,
strengthening him. 44Being in agony he prayed more
earnestly. His sweat became like great drops of blood
falling down on the ground.

45When he rose up from his prayer, he came to the
disciples, and found them sleeping because of grief,
46and said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray
that you may not enter into temptation.”

47While he was still speaking, behold, a multitude,
and he who was called Judas, one of the twelve, was
leading them. He came near to Jesus to kiss him.
48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, do you betray the Son
of Man with a kiss?”

49When those who were around him saw what was
about to happen, they said to him, “Lord, shall we
strike with the sword?” 59A certain one of them
struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his
right ear.

51But Jesus answered, “Let me at least do this"—
and he touched his ear, and healed him. 52Jesus said
to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and
elders, who had come against him, “Have you come
out as against a robber, with swords and clubs?
53When I was with you in the temple daily, you didn’t
stretch out your hands against me. But this is your
hour, and the power of darkness”

54They seized him, and led him away, and brought
him into the high priest’s house. But Peter followed
from a distance. 55sWhen they had kindled a fire in
the middle of the courtyard, and had sat down
together, Peter sat among them. 56A certain servant
girl saw him as he sat in the light, and looking
intently at him, said, “This man also was with him.

57He denied Jesus, saying, “Woman, [ don’t know
him”

58 After a little while someone else saw him, and
said, “You also are one of them!”

But Peter answered, “Man, I am not!”
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59 After about one hour passed, another
confidently affirmed, saying, “Truly this man also was
with him, for he is a Galilean!”

60But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you are
talking about!” Immediately, while he was still
speaking, a rooster crowed. ¢'The Lord turned and
looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the Lord’s
word, how he said to him, “Before the rooster crows
you will deny me three times”” 62He went out, and
wept bitterly.

63The men who held Jesus mocked him and beat
him. ¢4Having blindfolded him, they struck him on
the face and asked him, “Prophesy! Who is the one
who struck you?” ¢sThey spoke many other things
against him, insulting him.

66As soon as it was day, the assembly of the elders
of the people were gathered together, both chief
priests and scribes, and they led him away into their
council, saying, 7“If you are the Christ, tell us”

But he said to them, “If I tell you, you won't believe,
68and if I ask, you will in no way answer me or let me
go. 89From now on, the Son of Man will be seated at
the right hand of the power of God”

70They all said, “Are you then the Son of God?”

He said to them, “You say it, because I am.

NThey said, “Why do we need any more witness?
For we ourselves have heard from his own mouth!”

LUKE 23

The Crucifixion

The whole company of them rose up and brought
him before Pilate. 2They began to accuse him, saying,
“We found this man perverting the nation, forbidding
paying taxes to Caesar, and saying that he himself is
Christ, a king”

3Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

He answered him, “So you say.

4Pilate said to the chief priests and the multitudes,
“I find no basis for a charge against this man.

5But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up the people,
teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from
Galilee even to this place”” ¢éBut when Pilate heard
Galilee mentioned, he asked if the man was a
Galilean. ?When he found out that he was in Herod’s
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jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in
Jerusalem during those days.

8Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly
glad, for he had wanted to see him for a long time,
because he had heard many things about him. He
hoped to see some miracle done by him. *He
questioned him with many words, but he gave no
answers. 1°The chief priests and the scribes stood,
vehemently accusing him. "Herod with his soldiers
humiliated him and mocked him. Dressing him in
luxurious clothing, they sent him back to Pilate.
2Herod and Pilate became friends with each other
that very day, for before that they were enemies with
each other.

13Pjlate called together the chief priests, the rulers,
and the people, 14and said to them, “You brought this
man to me as one that perverts the people, and
behold, having examined him before you, I found no
basis for a charge against this man concerning those
things of which you accuse him. 5Neither has Herod,
for I sent you to him, and see, nothing worthy of
death has been done by him. 16 will therefore
chastise him and release him”

7Now he had to release one prisoner to them at
the feast. 18But they all cried out together, saying,
“Away with this man! Release to us Barabbas!"— 2one
who was thrown into prison for a certain revolt in
the city, and for murder.

20Then Pilate spoke to them again, wanting to
release Jesus, 2but they shouted, saying, “Crucify!
Crucify him!”

22He said to them the third time, “Why? What evil
has this man done? I have found no capital crime in
him. I will therefore chastise him and release him”
23But they were urgent with loud voices, asking that
he might be crucified. Their voices and the voices of
the chief priests prevailed. 24Pilate decreed that what
they asked for should be done. 25He released him
who had been thrown into prison for insurrection
and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered
Jesus up to their will.

26When they led him away, they grabbed one
Simon of Cyrene, coming from the country, and laid
on him the cross, to carry it after Jesus. 7A great
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multitude of the people followed him, including
women who also mourned and lamented him. 26But
Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem,
don’t weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. 22For behold, the days are coming in
which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the
wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never
nursed. 3°Then they will begin to tell the mountains,
‘Fall on us!” and tell the hills, ‘Cover us. 31For if they
do these things in the green tree, what will be done
in the dry?”

32There were also others, two criminals, led with
him to be put to death. 33When they came to the
place that is called “The Skull”, they crucified him
there with the criminals, one on the right and the
other on the left.

A NOTE ON THE TEXT

A number of early manuscripts do not include the
sentence in verse 34, “Father, forgive them, for they
don’t know what they are doing.” It is kept here, as in
most Bibles, as a cherished word from the cross.

34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don't
know what they are doing”

Dividing his garments among them, they cast lots.
35The people stood watching. The rulers with them
also scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others. Let him
save himself, if this is the Christ of God, his chosen
one!”

36The soldiers also mocked him, coming to him
and offering him vinegar, 3and saying, “If you are the
King of the Jews, save yourself!”

38An inscription was also written over him in
letters of Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: “THIS IS THE
KING OF THE JEWS?”

390ne of the criminals who was hanged insulted
him, saying, “If you are the Christ, save yourself and
us!”

40But the other answered, and rebuking him said,
“Don’t you even fear God, seeing you are under the
same condemnation? 4And we indeed justly, for we
receive the due reward for our deeds, but this man
has done nothing wrong?” 42He said to Jesus, “Lord,
remember me when you come into your Kingdom.
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43Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell you, today you
will be with me in Paradise”

441t was now about the sixth hour, and darkness
came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 45The
sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was
torn in two. 48Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” Having
said this, he breathed his last.

47When the centurion saw what was done, he
glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a righteous
man.” 48All the multitudes that came together to see
this, when they saw the things that were done,
returned home beating their breasts. 49All his
acquaintances and the women who followed with
him from Galilee stood at a distance, watching these
things.

50Behold, a man named Joseph, who was a
member of the council, a good and righteous man
5i(he had not consented to their counsel and deed),
from Arimathaea, a city of the Jews, who was also
waiting for God’s Kingdom: 52this man went to Pilate,
and asked for Jesus’ body. 53He took it down, and
wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb
that was cut in stone, where no one had ever been
laid. 541t was the day of the Preparation, and the
Sabbath was drawing near. 55The women, who had
come with him out of Galilee, followed after, and saw
the tomb, and how his body was laid. 5¢They
returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the

Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.

LUKE 24

The Resurrection and the Ascension

1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they
and some others came to the tomb, bringing the
spices which they had prepared. 2They found the
stone rolled away from the tomb. 3They entered in,
and didn't find the Lord Jesus’ body. 4While they
were greatly perplexed about this, behold, two men
stood by them in dazzling clothing. sBecoming
terrified, they bowed their faces down to the earth.
They said to them, “Why do you seek the living
among the dead? ¢He isn't here, but is risen.
Remember what he told you when he was still in
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Galilee, 7saying that the Son of Man must be
delivered up into the hands of sinful men and be
crucified, and the third day rise again?”

8They remembered his words, °returned from the
tomb, and told all these things to the eleven and to
all the rest. 1°Now they were Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. The other
women with them told these things to the apostles.
"These words seemed to them to be nonsense, and
they didn't believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran
to the tomb. Stooping and looking in, he saw the
strips of linen lying by themselves, and he departed
to his home, wondering what had happened.

13Behold, two of them were going that very day to
a village named Emmaus, which was sixty stadia from
Jerusalem. 14They talked with each other about all of
these things which had happened. 5While they
talked and questioned together, Jesus himself came
near, and went with them. ¢But their eyes were kept
from recognizing him. 7He said to them, “What are
you talking about as you walk, and are sad?”

180ne of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who doesn’'t know
the things which have happened there in these
days?”

19He said to them, “What things?”

They said to him, “The things concerning Jesus,
the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people; 20and how the
chief priests and our rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. 2But we
were hoping that it was he who would redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things happened. 22Also, certain women of our
company amazed us, having arrived early at the
tomb; 22and when they didn't find his body, they
came saying that they had also seen a vision of
angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of us went
to the tomb, and found it just like the women had
said, but they didn’t see him.”

25He said to them, “Foolish men, and slow of heart
to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!
26Didn’t the Christ have to suffer these things and to
enter into his glory?” 2Beginning from Moses and
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from all the prophets, he explained to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself. 26They
came near to the village where they were going, and
he acted like he would go further.

29They urged him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is
almost evening, and the day is almost over

He went in to stay with them. 39When he had sat
down at the table with them, he took the bread and
gave thanks. Breaking it, he gave it to them. 31Their
eyes were opened and they recognized him, then he
vanished out of their sight. 32They said to one
another, “Weren't our hearts burning within us, while
he spoke to us along the way, and while he opened
the Scriptures to us?” 33They rose up that very hour,
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and those who were with them,
34gaying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared
to Simon!” 35They related the things that happened
along the way, and how he was recognized by them
in the breaking of the bread.

36As they said these things, Jesus himself stood
among them, and said to them, “Peace be to you”

37But they were terrified and filled with fear, and
supposed that they had seen a spirit.

38He said to them, “Why are you troubled? Why do
doubts arise in your hearts? 32See my hands and my
feet, that it is truly me. Touch me and see, for a spirit
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Luke 22-24 - Session 8 reading

doesn’t have flesh and bones, as you see that I have”
40When he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his feet. 4While they still didn't believe for joy,
and wondered, he said to them, “Do you have
anything here to eat?”

42They gave him a piece of a broiled fish and some
honeycomb. 43He took them, and ate in front of
them. 44He said to them, “This is what I told you,
while I was still with you, that all things which are
written in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms, concerning me must be fulfilled”

45Then he opened their minds, that they might
understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them, “Thus
it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ
to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,
47and that repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.
49Behold, I send out the promise of my Father on
you. But wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are
clothed with power from on high”

50He led them out as far as Bethany, and he lifted
up his hands, and blessed them. 5sWhile he blessed
them, he withdrew from them, and was carried up
into heaven. 52They worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in
the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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AFTER THE LAST SESSION

Eight verses to carry

Eight verses to carry

One verse from each session. Read them aloud once a week and they will stay with you.

“The angel said to them, ‘Don'’t be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy which
will be to all the people. For there is born to you
today, in David’s city, a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord.”

LUKE 2:10-11

“As you would like people to do to you, do exactly
so to them.”

LUKE 6:31

“For where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also.”

LUKE 12:34

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save
that which was lost”

LUKE 19:10

WHAT COMES NEXT

Luke is step 2 of 6 on the Disciple path.

1 N 2 - 3 .
Matthew Luke Ephesians

Every study is free at clearpathbiblestudies.com
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“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to
proclaim release to the captives, recovering of
sight to the blind, to deliver those who are
crushed.”

LUKE 4:18

“He said to all, ‘If anyone desires to come after
me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow me.”

LUKE 9:23

“I tell you that even so there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents, than over
ninety-nine righteous people who need no
repentance.”

LUKE 15:7

“He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead the third day, and that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in his
name to all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.”

LUKE 24:46-47

Philippians Revelation
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PART FIVE

Take it with you

A worked example, a harder question for each session, a glossary, a
Scripture index, and the pages that connect you to the people
behind this study.




THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Worked example

PART FIVE - BEFORE YOU BEGIN

What a good answer looks like

Most discussion questions do not have one right answer, but they do have good ones. Here is
the third question of Session 6, a sample answer written the way a participant might write it,
and the note a leader has beside it. Read all three once. That is what “doing the study” looks
like.

e How do the older brother’s attitudes show up in us?

A SAMPLE ANSWER - WRITTEN IN THE MARGIN

The older son “was angry, and would not go in” (15:28). He says he has served his father for years and
never disobeyed (15:29). Then he says “this your son,” and the father answers “this, your

brother” (15:30, 32). | can hear myself in that. | can keep a quiet count of what | have done right and
feel that it is owed to me. The father says, “you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours” (15:31).
What stays with me is that the older son is standing outside his father’s house and still talks like a
servant keeping accounts. So the question I'm left with is whether | could be glad when someone |
think hasn't earned it is welcomed.

WHY IT IS A GOOD ANSWER

It stays in the passage. It uses words from the page (“this your son,” “this, your brother”) and gives the
verse for each one.

It notices a change in one word. The son says “this your son.” The father says “this, your brother.”
Seeing that is the observation.

It ends with the writer, not with a summary. “Whether | could be glad” is the writer's own question. It
does not recap the verses.

THE LEADER’S NOTE FOR THE SAME QUESTION - PAGE 69

The older son “was angry, and would not go in” (15:28). He says to his father, “| never disobeyed a
commandment of yours” (15:29), and speaks of “this your son” (15:30). The father answers with “this,
your brother” (15:32). He also tells the older son, “you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours” (15:31). The story ends without saying whether the older son goes in.

Getting the most from this guide
- Write before you talk. In a group, two minutes of silent writing before the first question gives quieter
people time to find their words.

- Ask “Where do you see that in the passage?” Luke's stories are familiar, and it is easy to think you
already know them. Pointing to the verse slows the group down enough to see what the text actually
says.

- Do the recall page from memory first. Guessing and then checking is how the passage stays with you.
- Keep the one thing small. The “One thing to live out” is meant to be done, not admired.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Go deeper

PART FIVE - FOR GROUPS THAT WANT MORE

Go deeper

One extra question for each session, for groups that have walked with Luke before. Each
comes with a leader’s note. Leaders can use one in the “Reflection and prayer” minutes if the
room has the energy. This section is for leaders.

Session 1 Luke 1-2

Q Simeon calls the child “a light for revelation to the nations, and the glory of your people
Israel” (2:32). Then he tells Mary, “a sword will pierce through your own soul, that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (2:35). Why might Luke put the joy and the
warning in the same moment, and what does the child reveal?

LEADER'S NOTE

Simeon says the child is “set for the falling and the rising of many in Israel” (2:34), so the blessing
already carries a warning. Good answers notice that Luke gives the nations and Israel a place
together in 2:32, and that the sword is spoken to Mary herself. Readers differ on what the sword refers
to, and the text does not say. Keep the conversation on what Simeon says rather than on guesses
about Mary’s later life.

Session 2 - Luke 3-5

Q In the Nazareth synagogue Jesus says, “no prophet is acceptable in his
hometown” (4:24). He then names a widow in Sidon and Naaman the Syrian (4:25-27),
and “They were all filled with wrath in the synagogue” (4:28). What about those two
examples provokes the crowd, and who does Luke show God’'s mercy reaching?

LEADER’S NOTE

Jesus points to Elijah and Elisha, prophets of Israel, to show mercy going to a widow of Sidon and to a
Syrian (4:25-27). The anger in 4:28—-29 comes right after. Good answers stay with that sequence and
with what Jesus says. This is a scene among Jesus’ own townspeople in a Jewish synagogue, and
Luke shows many in Israel welcoming Him (2:25-38; 19:37). Do not let it become a charge against
Jews or Judaism.
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Session 3 - Luke 6-8

© Jesus tells Simon a story of two debtors whose debts are both forgiven (7:41-42). Then
He says of the woman, “her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much” (7:47). How does the story tell us forgiveness and love go together, and what
does Simon’s answer in 7:43 show?

LEADER’S NOTE

Simon answers rightly (7:43), and Jesus then sets what Simon did not do beside what the woman did
(7:44-48). In the story of the debtors, the debt is forgiven first (7:42). Readers differ on how the “for” in
7:47 is best read, and the group does not need to settle it. Jesus says to her, “Your sins are

forgiven” (7:48), and “Your faith has saved you” (7:50). Good answers keep to those words.

Session 4 - Luke 9-11

Q A samaritan village does not receive Jesus (9:53), and James and John ask, “Lord, do
you want us to command fire to come down from the sky, and destroy them...?” (9:54).
Jesus rebukes them (9:55). A chapter later a Samaritan “was moved with
compassion” (10:33). What happens when the reader hears the two scenes together?

LEADER’S NOTE

Luke gives the reason for the refusal: “because he was traveling with his face set toward

Jerusalem” (9:53). Some early manuscripts omit the words Jesus speaks in 9:55-56 (see the note on
page 92); the same aim stands in 19:10, “to seek and to save that which was lost.” Then in 10:36—37 the
neighbor is the Samaritan who “showed mercy.” Good answers notice that Luke does not explain the
link and lets the reader make it. Do not let either scene become a judgment on any people today.

Session 5 - Luke 12-14

Q Jesus tells a host, “ask the poor, the maimed, the lame, or the blind” (14:13). In the
parable, the master sends his servant for “the poor, maimed, blind, and lame” (14:21),
and then to the highways (14:23). What do the two passages say about who belongs at
the table?

LEADER’S NOTE

The host’'s command in 14:12-14 is carried out by the master in 14:21-23, after the invited guests make
excuses (14:18-20). Good answers notice the same four groups in both places, and that the master
wants the house “filled” (14:23). Keep 14:23 from being used to justify pressuring anyone. The passage
is about a master who wants a full table.

Clear Path Bible Studies n7 clearpathbiblestudies.com


https://clearpathbiblestudies.com/

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Go deeper

Session 6 - Luke 15-17

Q The older son “was angry, and would not go in,” and his father “came out, and begged
him” (15:28). The story ends without saying whether he goes in. Why might Luke leave
the older brother outside, and who is Jesus telling the story to (15:2)?

LEADER’S NOTE

Jesus tells the story in answer to the complaint in 15:2. The father goes out to meet the younger son
(15:20) and goes out again to the older one (15:28). The story ends with the father’s words in 15:31-32
and no reply. Good answers notice that the ending is left open and keep to what the text says. Do not
use the older brother to label anyone in the room or any group of people.

Session 7 - Luke 18-21

Q The whole multitude of the disciples cries, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name
of the Lord!” (19:38). As Jesus comes near the city, He “wept over it” (19:41) and says, “If
you, even you, had known today the things which belong to your peace!” (19:42). What
do the disciples’ praise and Jesus’ tears show when they are read side by side?

LEADER'S NOTE

Luke records grief, not contempt. Jesus and His disciples are Jewish, and the whole multitude of His
disciples is rejoicing (19:37). Good answers notice that the joy of 19:37-38 and the tears of 19:41 are in
the same scene. Do not let the passage become a charge against Jews or Judaism. Keep the
discussion off timelines for the events of chapter 21.

Session 8 - Luke 22-24

Q On the road to Emmaus Jesus “explained to them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning himself” (24:27), and at the table “Their eyes were opened and they
recognized him” (24:31). Later “he opened their minds, that they might understand the
Scriptures” (24:45). What opens the disciples’ eyes, and what opens their minds?

LEADER’S NOTE

The two disciples say, “Weren't our hearts burning within us, while he spoke to us along the way, and
while he opened the Scriptures to us?” (24:32). Luke puts the Scriptures on the road (24:27), the bread
at the table (24:30-31), and Jesus’ own gift of understanding (24:45) together. Good answers notice
that Luke does not choose one of them over the others. Let the group stay with what the text shows.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Objectives and questions

PART FIVE - FOR LEADERS

Objectives and questions, aligned

Every session names what it is for. This table shows which discussion (D) and reflection (R)
questions carry each objective, so a leader who is short on time can cut a question without
cutting an aim.

D = discussion questions on the session’s second page; R = reflection questions on its third page. A dash means no question asks
that directly. A star means a partial fit: the question touches the objective without asking it outright. A leader who wants a dashed

objective covered can raise it from the passage or the leader page. The recall practice on each fourth page serves most
objectives by retrieval.

LEARNING OBJECTIVE DISCUSSION REFLECTION
1 See Luke's purpose: an orderly, certain account - —

Hear the songs that frame Jesus’ birth D2 R2

Notice God's heart for the humble and overlooked D1, D2, D3* R2
2 Hear Jesus’ mission statement in Nazareth D1, D2 R1

See the Spirit's role from baptism onward - -

Watch Jesus call ordinary people to follow D3 R2
3 Grasp the main teaching of the Sermon on the Plain D1 R1
See Jesus' mercy to the outcast D2 -
Trust His authority over nature and sin D3* R2*
4 See the turning point toward Jerusalem - -
Understand discipleship as self-denial and the cross D1 R1
Learn neighbor-love and persistent prayer D2, D3 R2*
5 Confront greed and anxiety with trust D1* R1*

Stay ready for the Master’s return - —

Embrace humility and count the cost D3 R2
6 See God's seeking, rejoicing heart D1 -
Receive the welcome of the running Father D2 R1

Learn faithfulness with money and forgiveness - -

7 Learn persistent, humble prayer D1 R1
See salvation come to Zacchaeus’ house D2 R2
Watch the King enter Jerusalem D3 —

8 Walk through Luke’s passion and resurrection D1*, D2* R1*, R2*
See mercy extended even from the cross D1 R1
Hear the risen Lord’s commission and promise D3 —
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PART FIVE

Glossary

- WORDS LUKE USES

Glossary

Short definitions of the words a first-time reader of Luke is most likely to stumble on. Chapter

and verse point to where Luke uses them.

Blessed

Favored by God. Jesus begins the Sermon on the
Plain with “Blessed are you who are poor” (6:20).

Centurion

A Roman officer over about a hundred soldiers. One
at the cross says, “Certainly this was a righteous
man” (23:47).

Christ

Greek for “Messiah,” the anointed King God promised.
Simeon was told he would see “the Lord’s

Christ” (2:26), and Jesus says the Christ must suffer
and rise (24:46).

Covenant

A binding promise God makes. Jesus calls the cup
“the new covenant in my blood” (22:20).

Disciple
A learner and follower of Jesus. He chooses twelve of
His disciples and names them apostles (6:13).

Gehenna

The WEB's word, from a valley outside Jerusalem, for
the place of judgment (12:5). Christians understand
what it describes in different ways.

Gentile

Anyone who is not Jewish. Jesus says He will be
delivered “to the Gentiles” (18:32).

Good News

The message of Jesus. The angel says, “l bring you
good news of great joy” (2:10), and Jesus says He was
sent to preach it (4:43).

Hades

The place of the dead. In Jesus’ story the rich man is
in Hades (16:23). Christians understand what it
describes in different ways.

Clear Path Bible Studies

Herod

Two rulers share the name. Herod the king of Judea
reigns when John is born (1:5), and Herod the tetrarch
rules Galilee (3:,19).

Kingdom of God

God’s rule, which Jesus came to announce (4:43;
17:21).

Leper

A person with a skin disease who was kept outside
the community. Jesus touches and heals one
(5:12-13).

Mammon

A word for money and wealth, treated almost as a
master. Jesus says you cannot serve God and
Mammon (16:13).

Mercy

Compassion shown to someone in need. Mary sings
of God's mercy (1:50), and the Samaritan is the one
who “showed mercy” (10:37).

Parable

A short story from ordinary life that Jesus uses to
teach (8:4).

Paradise

The word Jesus uses in His promise to the criminal
beside Him (23:43).

Passover

The yearly feast remembering the exodus. Jesus’ last
meall falls at Passover (22:7).

Pharisees

A group devoted to strict observance of the Law and
its traditions. Jesus often eats and argues with them
(5:17; 7:36; 1:37-38).

Redemption

Release by payment. Anna speaks of Jesus to all
“who were looking for redemption in

Jerusalem” (2:38).
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Remission of sins

The WEB's phrase for forgiveness. John preaches a
baptism “for remission of sins” (3:3), and Jesus says it
is to be preached to all the nations (24:47).

Repent
To turn around and change direction. The message
of John and of Jesus (3:3; 5:32; 15:7).

Sabbath

The weekly day of rest. Jesus teaches and heals on
the Sabbath (4:16; 6:6; 13:10-16).

Sadducees

A priestly group who said there is no resurrection
(20:27).

Samaritan

A person from Samaria, whose people were long at
odds with the Jews. One is the hero of Jesus’ story
(10:33), and one returns to give thanks (17:16).

Scribes

Experts in copying and interpreting the Law. Some
oppose Jesus (5:21; 22:2).

Sinner

Someone known to be outside the community’s idea
of the righteous. Jesus says He came to call sinners
to repentance (5:32).

Son of David

A title for the promised king in David’s line. The blind
man cries it out near Jericho (18:38-39).
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Son of Man

The title Jesus most often uses for Himself. It speaks
of authority (5:24), suffering (9:22), and why He
came: “to seek and to save that which was

lost” (19:10).

Synagogue
A local Jewish place of prayer and reading. Jesus
reads there on the Sabbath (4:16).

Tax collector

A Jew who collected taxes or tolls for Rome or its
local rulers, and was often seen as a traitor and a
cheat. Levi is one (5:27), and one prays, “God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!” (18:13).

Temple
The house of God in Jerusalem. Jesus is brought
there as a baby (2:27) and drives out the sellers
(19:45).

Theophilus
The person Luke writes to, “most excellent
Theophilus” (1:3).

Today

One of Luke’s key words. The angel says “today” a
Savior is born (2:11), and Jesus says it to Zacchaeus
(19:5) and to the criminal (23:43).

Woe

A cry of warning and sorrow. Jesus speaks it over the
rich and the comfortable (6:24-26).

Zealot

Probably a member of a movement against Roman
rule. One of the twelve is “Simon, who was called the
Zealot” (6:15).
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PART FIVE

- WHERE EACH PASSAGE IS USED

Scripture index

Scripture index

Every passage cited by chapter and verse in the sessions, the reference pages, the leader’s
guide, and this Part Five, with the pages where it appears. The full text of Luke is in Part Four,

pages 78-112.

LUKE

11-4 5
1:3 6,121
14 6
1.5 120
1:5-7 53
1:6 53
17 53
113 53,54
1:27 53
1:30 53, 54
1:32 53
1:35 53
1:43 53
1:46 54
1:46-55 45
1:48 54
1:50 120
1:51 54
1:51-54 54
1:52 54
1:52-53 12,43,54
1:53 54
1:54 54
2:8 53,55
2:8-16 12,55
2:10 43,53,54,120
2:10-11 7,9,12, 45,53, 54, 55,113
21 121
2:25-38 116
2:26 120
2:27 121
2:30-32 12, 43,55
2:31 54
2:31-32 54
2:32 43,54,116
2:34 16
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2:35
2:37
2:38

31

3:3

319

41

416

418
4:18-19
4:2]
4:22
4:24
4:24-27
4:24-29
4:25-27
4:26
4:27
4:28
4:28-29
4:29
4:43

55

5:8

5:10

511
5:12-13
5:17

5:21
5:24
5:27
5:29-32
5:32

6:6

6:13

6:15
6:20

116
53

120
120

121
120
43

121
7,13, 16, 43, 56, 57, 58, 113
45,57
56

57
57,116
57

16, 58
58, 116
57

57
57,116
57,116
57

120

57

57
16,57
16,57, 58
120
120
60, 121
121

121

43

121

121
120
121
120

122

6:24-26
6:27
6:27-28
6:27-36
6:28
6:31
6:32
6:35

7:7

7:9

714

7:36
7:36-50
7:37
7:38
7:41-42
7:41-43
7:42
7:43
7:44-46
7:47
7:47-48
7:48
7:49
7:50
8:1-3
8:4
8:11-15
8:23-25
8:24
8:24-25
8:25
8:48
9:22
9:23
9:23-25
9:24

121

59

20, 45, 59, 60, 61
126

19, 59, 60
7,17,20, 59, 61,113
59

59, 61

60

60

60

120

59

60

60

17

61

60,117

60, 117

17

20, 60, 61,117
60

60, 117

60

60, 61,117

43

120

20, 61

60

60

20, 61

60

61

62,121
7,21,24,62,63,64,113
62

62
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9:25 62
9:51 6,43
9:53 n7
9:54 n7
9:55 n7
9:55-56 n7
10:25 63
10:25-37 42
10:27 45
10:28 63
10:29 63
10:31 63
10:31-32 63
10:33 63,117,121
10:33-35 63
10:34-35 63
10:36-37 24,42, 63,17
10:37 62, 63,120
10:41-42 24,64
IR 43,63
n-4 24, 64
1:2 63
n:2-4 64
1:8 63
1:9 63
11:9-10 45
1113 63
11:37-38 120
12:5 120
12:10 67
12:15 43
12:22 65
12:22-32 66
12:23 66
12:24 65, 66
12:28 65
12:29-31 28, 67
12:30 65, 66
12:31 65
12:32 65
12:34 7,25, 28, 45, 65, 66, 67, 113
12:49-53 67,126
12:51-53 67
13:1-5 67,126
13:10-16 121
13:10-17 67
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13:30 43
14:12-14 66, 117
1413 n7
14:18 66
14:18-20 66, 117
14:21 28, 66,117
14:21-23 n7
14:23 66, 117
14:24 66
14:25 66
14:26 67,126
14:27 44,66
14:27-33 44
14:28 66
14:28-32 66
14:28-33 28, 67
14:31 66
14:33 66, 67
15:1-10 42
15:1-32 32,70
15:2 68,118
15:6 68
15:7 7,29, 32,43, 45, 68,69, 70,113,121
15:9 68
15:10 68
15:11-32 42
15:12-13 69
15:20 32, 45,69, 18
15:20-24 42,69
15:21 69
15:22 69
15:22-24 69
15:24 42,68
15:28 69,115, 118
15:28-30 31,69
15:29 69,115
15:29-30 69
15:30 69,115
15:31 69,115
15:31-32 69,118
15:32 69,115
16:13 120
16:18 70,126
16:19-31 32,42,70,126
16:22-25 42
16:23 120
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16:25 70
16:26 70
16:29-31 42
17:3-4 70,126
17:16 121
17:21 120
18:1 7,72
18:1-8 36,72,73
18:5 71
18:6 7
18:8 7
18:9 7
18:9-14 42
18:1 7
18:13 45, 71,121
18:13-14 36, 62,73
18:14 42,71
18:32 120
18:38-39 121
18:42 73
19:2 72
19:5 72,73,121
19:6 72
19:7 72
19:8 36,71,72,73
19:9 72
19:9-10 72,73
19:10 1,5,7,33,36,43,45,62,71,72,

73,113,117,121
19:37 72,116,118
19:37-38 118
19:38 72,18
19:40 72
19:41 72,118
19:42 118
19:44 72
19:45 72,121
19:46 72
20:27 121
22:2 121
227 120
2219 74
22:19-20 76
22:20 74,120
234 76
2314 76
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23:21
23:22
23:27
23:34
23:42
23:42-43
23:43
23:46
23:47
23:48
23:50-51
24:16

76
76

76

40, 45,74, 75, 76

74

74

40, 45,74, 76,120, 121
74

74,120

76

76

75
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24:31
24:32
24:33
24:39
24:42-43
24:45
24:45-47
24:46
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75

75
40,75,76,118
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75,118
75,118
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24:46-47
24:47
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24:48
24:49
24:51
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Tell me what helped

PART FIVE - YOUR TURN

Tell me what helped.

You've just spent some hours in this study. Before you put it on the shelf, I'd like to know how it
went: the part that landed, the part that lost you, and the part you'd fix if it were yours.

Three questions. No account needed. Name and email only if you want me to write back.

ﬂ What helped? A session, a question, a line you underlined.

© What confused you, or slowed you down? Be blunt. If a question didn’t make sense,
that’s my writing, not your reading.

9 What would you add, cut, or change?

What you write helps shape the next edition of this study.

— Ron Givens
Founder — Executive Director, Clear Path Bible Studies

clearpathbiblestudies.com/s/luke/feedback
Opens the three questions with this study already selected.

Jotted your answers above? Type them into the form when you're ready. Nothing on this
page is sent anywhere until you do. Hand it to your group leader, too, if you'd rather say
it out loud.

SCAN TO ANSWER
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Care in the room - Help lines

PART FIVE - FOR EVERYONE WHO LEADS, AND EVERYONE WHO SHARES

Care in the room

People say real things in a Bible study, and that’s the point. These four agreements keep the room safe. The
lines at the bottom are for the moments that are bigger than a study.

Four agreements If someone shares something heavy
What's said here stays here. Names, stories, and Thank them. Don't rush to a verse. Say, “That took
struggles don't leave the room, not even as prayer courage. Can we talk after?” and then do. If what
requests somewhere else. The one exception is they shared involves danger to them or to someone
safety: if someone is in danger, or a child is being else, now or at home, the help lines below come first,
hurt, you get help. and, if they want it and it is safe, you stay with them

No one has to speak. Silence is fine. A person who while they call.

listens for eight sessions has still done the study. If a child is being hurt, call Childhelp, below, any
hour, and report to child protective services or the
police as your state requires. Reporting laws vary by
state, and in some states every adult is required to
report. If a child is in immediate danger, call 911.

The text comes first. The leader isn't the last word.
When we disagree, we go back to the page
together.

Disagree, but don’t scorn. A question is never a

threat. No mocking, no interrupting, no fixing people. A study isn't counseling. Before you ever need it,

know the name of one counselor, one pastor, and
Luke has passages that land hard on real people in one help line, so you can hand them over without
the room: 6:27-36 (not staying in danger), 12:49-53 scrambling.

and 14:26 (not permission to harm or cut off

anyone), 13:1-5 and the healings (suffering is not

proof of sin or weak faith), 16:18 (never to judge

anyone), 16:19-31 (not to name anyone’s eternal

state), 17:3—4 (forgiving is not staying in harm), and

chapter 23. Leader notes: Sessions 3 and 5-8.

Help lines - United States

Emergency — call 911.

988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline — call or text 988, any hour. For anyone thinking about ending their life, in
a mental-health crisis, or worried about someone who is. Veterans and service members: call 988 and
press 1, or text 838255.

National Domestic Violence Hotline — 1-800-799-7233, or text START to 88788. Danger or fear at
home.

Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline — 1-800-422-4453. A child who is being hurt, or an adult who
suspects it.

SAMHSA National Helpline — 1-800-662-4357. A treatment referral and information line for substance
use and mental health; it is not a crisis line.

National Human Trafficking Hotline — 1-888-373-7888, or text 233733. Forced labor or forced sex.
RAINN National Sexual Assault Hotline — 1-800-656-4673. Free and confidential.
Verified October 2026. The current list, with lines for other situations, is kept at

clearpathbiblestudies.com/help. These pages are not a substitute for a doctor, a counselor, or a pastor who
knows you.
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SIMPLE - ACCESSIBLE - TRANSFORMATIONAL

Every study is free.
So is the next one.

Free Bible studies, online and in print, written so that someone new to the
Bible and someone who has read it for years can sit at the same table.

clearpathbiblestudies.com

© 2026 Clear Path Bible Studies. This guide is a free resource. You may print and copy it for
personal and group study. It may not be sold. Scripture quotations are from the World
English Bible (WEB), which is in the public domain.

SCAN TO OPEN THIS
STUDY ONLINE
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